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dom failed to be auſp icious 


lic Virtues attending it; 
which will 
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ptation of coming, abroad 
under Your Maj 2 
Gracious Admif 
and beneath the Aulpies 
of Prbte&ion,: 
21 10 1 a, PE — — 


Fe to the Intereſts of Religion, 
j 5 k7 | Dy promoting all thoſe pub- - | 


Ever exalt a Nas 
tion, and has never be 


ſtrious than in theſe King- 
doms; the following Diſ- 


courſe had the greater Tem- 


'S 1 9 


Page ma Abe 2e — 


l lic; LSE 3 Tc O engag 


| e&, to ſecure their All 


2 'he. Dail C ation; © 


to exert themſelves in their 
ſeveral Capacities, that the 


— tot at com- 
mon ng, and tender 
Regard, Your. Majeſty. has. 
ever expreſs d for the Pub» 
e 
in a juſt Obedience to 


x Law of GO P, is in ef- 
egi⸗ 
or A3 W 


* A 


ging Infidelity; 3 5 =—_ 
univerſal Infection, and Re  Þ 
ligion calls for all its Friends 


Men can be ſafe in their! ans 


And ſhould they 
from Public Life and "the 


" a a Te” . = Ws > * 
| vi De Dedication. 


ance to their King and 8 
Vere n. 05 age ungen 


* 
0 . 1 * 4 o Tt [ = 


JF the Thavnge' princi- ky 
ples of the Times ſhould 


proceed with a proportion? 
able Increaſe, as they fave | 


advanced kitherto; it is not 


eaſy to conceive how private 


Poſſeſfiofis; all Confidence 
in Mankind will be deſtrgg=' 


ed, and-conſequently all Se- 


cu 5 of Public Commerce. 
even retire 


bufy World, K de not ee 
how” good Mep «ob 40 


N 


The Dedication. vii b bk 


in their very Woods and 
Solitudes. bat ret 7 1 


\ 
| May it pleaſe Your MARS, 


| _ thItis,not/in Your Capital 
alone that Unbelief makes 
* ſo much Deſtruction of the 
moral Virtues; the Conta- 
Sorin ſpreading, and is diſ- 
ſeminated even to the Con- 
I  knesof Vour Kingdom. Our 
little remote Hamlets will 
now ſearce protect us in our 
Duty from the Immoralities 
and Inſults of profligate Men 
ob Power, vhilſt Authority 
is abuſed into a Licence of 
Outrage. But I forbear the 
WY A 4 Odium 


3 vii 7 by Pubarih 


Odium of turning into a 
Remonſtrance a PIR De- 


dication. e ju 
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As we are furilier diſtant 


from the Influence of Maje- 


ſty, as we are from the warm 


Beams of the Sun; if our 


fainter Eſſays in eſtabliſhing 
Religion and Loyalty in 
Your Majeſty's Subjects may 


in ſome ſort repreſent the 


Climate, tis hop d the Cen- 


_ ſure of our Atchievements 
will, in Equity, be regulated 


accordingly. The ſame He- 
roiſm and enterprizing Spi- 
Fit 18 er to be erpe _ _ 
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Ihe Dedic ut ibm | 
à Garriſon: upon 3 4 
taſk Frontiers, as fbm the 


Prince's Lifè- guards, or thoſe 
of ſome nearnefs to an 


ſon. 


e NE A elbe; Religion Mi- 
6 | litant find more, and abler 

Eſpouſers under Vour Gra- 
cious Majeſtys more imme 
8 diate Influence; ; Your: Ma- 
I jeſty muſt in Juſtice be re- 
\ | garded as the Firſt Cauſe, 
. — the beſt Part of the Per- 
| formanceis of juſt Right to 
ty be aſcribed to Vour Maeſty: | 
[What we at remoter Di- 
Bf wr ſtance attempt, in AU Re- 
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The Dedication 
= being purely the Ef- 
of Duty, and the Debt 


we owe to the Public, ſnould 
not be cenſured above c our 


Aſſiſtances. 


But if the Apologiſts for 
Religion be more excellent, 
as they be more numerous 
about hi Metropolis, it be- 
ing the Center, the Demand 


for them is the greater, as 


on is there the moſt outra- 


ders, if we can ꝓreſerve 
Villages and Extremity of 


n by ſtoꝑping 


its 


the Virulence of the lnfecti- 


geous: For us on the Bor- 
_ . 


ſupported by a juſt Confi- 


The Dedication xi. 
no great Height, where thei "2 


Labours of better Hands are 


not ſo current, or do but 
ſlightly penetrate; we hum- 
bly preſume our Service to 


_ GOD, our Sovereign, and 
our Country, will not be 


behind That of thoſe, who 7 
make a greater Blaze, by 


* 1 * J. 4 p F £ 1 2 ' : 1 * 
1 Ii £35 270 | Fi + 
, «+ © »* * : «© # * - = % * # \ * 


This Diſcourſe ſeeks for 
no other Recommendation 
to Your Majeſty's Clemen- 


cy and Gracious Protection, 


than it's honeſt Intention, 
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Queens, V who: 18 by P 5 
as well as Title, Bens TY 
the Faith; and of whemitied © of 
Author has the Honour and 
Happineſs to be, with the 5 
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xiv The PREFACE. 
What is bere offered, with all Defer- 
ence . to the Reader's ſerious Confider- 


ation, 1s. the Reſi ult of the moſt deli- | 
berate and frequently repeated Inquiry 
Hier what /houw'd undoubtedly be the 
Obie} Colts of ler Wiſe Man, I 
mean the Truth of Religion. And that 
has been the Subject of moſt of my ſpare 
Thoughts and Reflections ever r ſince I 


bave beenicapable of examining it; fo 
which, as even the moſt ec Wü | 


Reptiles are not without their Vſe, 
the preſſe ent Writers, in favour of In- 
fidelity, have contributed not alittle, 
And though they. have coft me” ſome 
Prins.) aud more Iuquietude of Mind | 
the Fro fit I have. thereby . 1 4 
dene mote! me ee K No 
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Minds of ſuch common Readers, as 


und tate ſecond: Con ſeleration, I 
baue my End; or if it ſball he maile 


The PREF ACE. x 
F any Service in re-eſtabliſhing the 


bave been unſettled, into whoſe Hands 


ibey muy fall; or may tempt thoſe of 


an higher \Claſs; to thinl better om t, 


appear, that 14. either decei ved in 


any one Foint, or that Ibu inſiſted | 
upon ed Shine 208 \comwi 


T ww 
even N " huet Tiber. 
Wo YOu ag G ih. en 


ONE cannot Mor bat APE No- 


nice, that though theſe Ade ocater of 


luſidelity are in the Main, cuntrury to 
their or Iutentions, ſerving the Cauſe 


of: Chriſtianity ; for Truth will appear 


the Brighter" the more it is examin'd 
into, and thus oy. a Sur yt every nom 
ae then with il Adverſaries, "js 
' Fro- 


* 


oh 
1 
1 
"may 
8 
"wy 


bie Thing to c 


xvi The PRTFF ACR. 


Fend it; fot they migbi forget the Uſe 


of heir\ Weapons, und ugiect the-ne\ 


eſſary. Ammunition if\utbeywnewtr 
were attack't:\\Nay; perhaps ue Chri- 


f tian Religion ond have Joftfome: of 


it chief Exidensen without it; yet ii 
muſt. be,confeſſed; thut its a lementu- 
onſiclen hom mach the 
general ſaffer bytheſe pro- 


Public 


| fane. HFritings-: ee Een Men 0 ſome 


Learning, and who perhaps have once 


examined Things to their Satisfation, 


begin to ſuſpect their Judgment, or ſome 


Fallacy in their former Dec iſſons, and 


are: hereby unſettled, whilft weary” o, 


making ſo many Returns to their firſt 
Rudiments, they are willing to excuſe 
themſelves all further Trouble, by ta- 
ne up with Scepticiſm and ldi. 


3 ence; 


The PREFACE. xvii 
ence; or what is not much better, an 
implicit Submiſſion to their Gmides. 
If this be the Caſe, as Experience ſays 
it is, tis hoped, that what the Rea: 
der will find. in the following Pages, 


dull not be thought e nor 
entirely Uſeleſs. | 


THE principal Defien of 10 
Sheets, is to give the unlearned Rea: 

ler a ſ ummary View of what the Au: 
thor takes to be the maſt. undeniable 
Evidences of the Truth of the Chri- 
ftian Religion, which might eaſt ily 
hav? been protracted to a greater Length 
with ſeveral Things that offer d in 
paſſing ; but as it is, the Diſcourſe is 
much longer than it was at firſt in- 

tended. This Convenience notwith- 

Jeanding be will Jes in it, that it 


may 


XViii The PREFACE. 
May excuſe the'Tndolent, or the Man 
of Buſi neſs, the” Ex hence of bor ß 
| ore Money and Time in LA 72 
ing woluminous Treatiſes, rfiey the 
Subſtance andi main Drift of all-their 
Arguments," is preſum d, are here 
repreſented in little. Aud if i 1 t fhowd 
raiſe the Curioſity of others to take 4 
larger Vi iew- of the Doerines here e- 
Itabliſbed, in their ſet everal Branches - R 
the Hints oeeafionally interſ per ſes ed 1 


hos be un erviceable e even in that Re, 
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che Great Truths of Religion are 
as maliciouſly, though not ſo 
acutely, oppoſed as they were by 
the ancient Heathens, and with 
a much worſe Tendency, as well 
as with leſs Colour of Excuſe; 
it gives juſt Cauſe to every Perſon 
of Reflection, who has enter'd his Name with JESUS 
Cnkisr, to look about bim, to difcover on which 
Side the Truth lies; and upon Conviction, as that 
has an indefeaſible Right to his Confeſſion, if he finds 
it in the Principles of that Religion in which he has 


been educated; as no doubt he will, he is under 2 
double Engagement, by Virtue of his Baptilmal Vow, 
of confefling his Saviour before all Men: This is be- 


ing the Martyr of Truth, as far as God is pleaſed to 
give him Opportunity. Not that there is any Thing 
formidable in what it's Adverſaries have to offer a- 
gainſt revealed Religion, were all Men proper Jud- 
ges; but the Party they have made among the Igno- 


rant, the Prophane, and looſer Sort, Which always 
make the Bulk of Mankind, is in it's Conſequences 


really formidable. And as a Man that is fully per- 
ſuaded of the Truth of he facred Writings, and hay 
6 9g - ex- 


o 


[' 20 J 


from being ſhaken, that he is the e 8 


| his Perſuaſion of the Truth of them, by conſidering 
the preſent Attempts of Infidelity: So upon the Tath 
+ Stock of Perfuaſion--he muſt be apprehenſive that the 
Evil, under which he and moſt Part of Chriſtendom: 
do now Labour, is but the Introduction to Tomes . 
thing more black and difmal yet to come. 


Tus naturally brings up to the Mind ſome Re- 
flections on that happy State of the Chriſtian Church, 
which we are yet to hope for; from which, by all 
Computations, we cannot be very far Diſtant, and II 
on Which the Prophets ſeem all to be in Raptures, 1 
and want Words to expreſs themſelves . But this is 
a Scene, as much Pleaſure as it gives in Contempla- 
tion, eſpecially in the preſent deplorable Calamity, I 
muſt not be indulged to expatiate in at preſent. 


— 


„ 


TRE following Diſcourſe was written by Way of 
Letter, for my better Information, as well as to give 
an Account of the Fundamentals of the Chriſtian 
Religion, when I was ſome Years younger, which 
may in ſome Meaſure anſwer for the Form of it: 
But upon 3 and a due Examination 

> of all the Evidences I have been able to collect for 
my private Satisfaction, the Attempts and idle Cavils 
of Infidelity were look'd upon with Contempt, and 
I begun to think the only Uſe, if any cou'd be —_ 


a. —_—— 


— 


* 

r 72 | SOT 

I, *I think there may be ſuch cogent Arguments brought for the 
happy Millennium, (1 mean not the carnal Notion of ſome of the 
primitive Fathers, which made it be condemn'd tor a Hezefie) that 
to allegorize ſo many full Expreflions of this Import, which can- 
not without Force be brought off from a literal Meaning, is to 
make the Interpretation of Scripture a very precarious Thing. Me- 
thinks I ſee a Paſſage in Jeremiah and St. Paul, upon which much 
Might be built: But I only give Hints of what might be drawn 
out to large Diſcourſes, 


$00" ] 


- of my Collections, wou'd be to lay before the ſober 
Reader what had thoroughly convinced my ſelf. For 1 


allure him, I profeſs myſelt a Friend to an honeſt Free- 


dom of Thought, as much as any Man, and I have 
been as far Sceptical as Reaſon wou'd permit. But if 
I havedoubted of the Truth of the Chriſtian Religion, 


it was only till Conviction overcame me. Tis there- 


fore hoped, that by the ſame Example he will impar- 
tially. Uſe his Reaſon, for we defire him to give nei- 
ther more nor leſs Weight to any Argument than it 
appears evidently to bear upon the ſtricteſt Exami- 
nation ; and this is a Propoſal no Infidel can with Ju- 
ſtice reject. And when he is thus convinced of the 
Fundamentals of Chriſtianity, he will think it unbe- 
coming a rational Man to doubt of the Whole, if he 
meets with ſome Difficulties in Revelation above his 
Reaſon, or which he wants Learning or Penetration 


enough to comprehend. How abſurdly then do our 


Infidels act, who argue, after we have eſtabliſhed the 


Truth of revealed Religion, that there is no Neceſſi- 


ty for it; that the Religion of Nature was ſufficient ? 


which cou'd it be prov'd, as we have diſproved it, is 


certainly beginning at the wrong End, and provin 


Backward; it's making the Laſt firſt, and the Firlt 


laſt, which is a new Way of Argumentation. 


Ir this be a due Preparation for examining Truth, 
let us ſee whether we ſhall find it on the Side of 
what we have to offer in Defence of our Religion; 
wherein tis freely Frances, that all Men ought to 
have the Liberty of propoſing their Difficulties and 
Objections, provided it be done with ſuch Modeſty 
and Decency as the Subject requires, without givin 
. Offence to the graver or weaker Part ot Mank in 
and whilſt Things are managed with a Spirit of Can- 
dor and Sincerity, and an apparent Deſire of Convi- 
ction rather than Debate. Was this the manner and 


ſcope of the preſent ie e the Chriſtian Re- 


ligion, 


8 


[22 J 
ligion, there wou'd not be this Subject of Complaint, . 
and we might, tis hoped, find Means of bringing Mat- 
ters to an amicable lol. But inſtead of this, 
their Deſign is manifeſtly to exterminate all inſtituted 
Religion under the Notion of Superſtition, and turn 
the World looſe (at leaſt theſe are the Conſequences 
of their Writin $ to all Manner of Libertiniſm, and 
Profaneneſs. It this be not their Intention, why don't 
they rebuke that unclean Spirit that is gone out from 
them into the World, and convince us that they abhor 
and reje& thoſe abandon'd and vicious Herds who pre- 
tend to be their Converts? Wou'd they do this, we 
ſhou'd be. obliged to think better of them 


Hy the Way then, I wou'd ask theſe Gentlemen 
51 take upon them to pull down the Building of 
ges, the Fabrick of Religion, in it's Elan coeval 
with the World, what it is they wou'd have erected 
in it's Room? If there is no Nation in the World, e- 
ſpecially the more civilized, who have not more or 
leſs come into this Plan, and have been tenacious of 
ſome Inſtitutions of Religion as of the laſt Import- 
ance, whence cou'd this happen, ſetting aſide it's di- 
vine Original,. but from the univerſal Neceflity or 
Expediency at leaſt of ſome eſtabliſh'd Religion ? And 
if we ſhould be {ſo ſingular as entirely to caſt down 
our Foundations, notwithſtanding the apparent Uti-. 
lity, in a human Regard,” of ſome public and exterior 
Acts of Worſhip; this wou'd deface all Senſe of na- 
tural Religion itſelf in the Minds of the People, and 
conſequently ſap the Foundations of all human So- 
ciety. *Tis plain therefore, even for Politic Ends, 
that there-muſt be a Religion, and that an inſtituted, 
and (if I may call it ſo.) popular One. I wou'd re- 
queſt then of theſe Gentlemen to give us a, Scheme 


1140 ! 


of what Syſtem they wou'd eſtabliſh, * 


Bur to anticipate their Anſwer : Suppoſe any 2 
PT Co » 1 ther 
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ther Plan of Worſhip: might be offer'd, which in a 
worldly Regard. wou'd-do the Buſineſs of Mankind 


as well, what is it that they quarrel with in the Chri- 
ſtian Religion? Is it too good, and too moral, and 


too holy for them! Bleſſed | Philoſophers ! It checks 


their Vices, and bids them be better Men than they 
are, under Pain of eternal Torment. Here lies-their 
Pique toit; they have neither Goodneſs nor Morality 
enough to be Chriſtians! But what Refuge is there 
for them in any other Religion in the World? Do 
not they all profeſs a Belief of Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments after Death? And I defy' the Adverſaries of 
Revelation to advance any Religion but the Founda- 
tions of it, the Motives to Obedience, are laid in the 
Notions of a Heaven and a Hell, of which the Soul 
of Man cannot rid itſe}f. Paganiſm then, as much 
Way as they are making for it, whatever they may 
intend, wou'd not in the main relieve them; that 
there is a Hell, as we ſaid, has been the Creed of all 
Nations in the World. And whence came this and 
the other great Objects of Religion to be ſo univer- 
ſally and anciently believed, but that they were either 
handed down by Tradition from our firſt Parents, 
and were propagated throughout the World by the 
Patriarchal Families, or are * written upon the Hearts 
of all Men? One or other, if not both of theſe Ways 
229 B:ugi nl bn they 


11 
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If the Belief of a God, excluſive of any natural Impreſſion on 
the Conſcience, cou'd have been propagated throughout the World 
ſolely upon the Strength of Tradition, tis not eaſy to account how 
that. has never been worn off the Minds of Men, as well as ſeve- 
ral other originally revealed Truths, which very early miſcarxied in 
the Way of Propagation. ' Whereas the other cou'd nevet be defa- 
ced by Epicurus himſelf, or any of his Followers, whioh mcthinks 
evinces it to be innate, or at leaſt ſo agreeable to the natural Diſ- 
poſition of the Soul, that it grows as it were into it's Nature, lo 
that the moſt inveterate and abandon'd Cauſe of . Wickedaels can 
never wholly extinguiſh it; 1 regard not hat ſome have ſaid in 
Vindication of Bpicurus and his Followers: By the ſame Methods they 
may throw the Shade of Virtue over the moſt vicious of Mankind. 
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they muſt come, Or it is unaccountable how they have 


been difſeminated thro? all human Societies. But we need 
not go far to ſeek —— when we carry ſo good 
ones about us. God has not left himſelt without Wit- 
nefs in the Heart of every Man: The Remonſtrances of 
his Conſcience will forbid him to be an Atheiſt, and the 
natural Longings of the Soul for Immortality are no 
inconſiderable Indications of it's future and eternal 
Exiſtence: Nay, they are the very Voice of Nature pro- 
mpting us within, and bidding us look beyond Mortality. 


Bu r paſs we all moral Proofs of the Souls Su- 
per-Exiſtence; and to omit all previous Reaſonings, 
concerning the Advantages and Neceflity of -reveal'd 


| Religion to Society, and the general Subverſion of 


all Faith and Virtue upon the Removal of it: Before 
we part with our Religion, let us ſee what we can 
ſay in it's Defence, and let our Adverſaries ſhew the 
Benefits accruing to Mankind by it's Extirpation. 
Now to conſider the Diſparity betwixt us, betwixt 
the Propoſals of Faith and Infidelity. y. 


_ How different the Proſpects of a Chriſtian and an 


Infidel! How tranfcendantly diſtant the Alternative 
their ſeveral Syſtems: offer! Religion, fair Daughter 
of the Sky, looks up to the Manſions of Bliſs with 
all the Serenity and Influence of Divinity, and urges 
us upward to the Poſſeſſion of Delights beyond the 
moſt-exuberant Fancy to reach, an Happineſs too big 
for the moſt enlarged Mind to graſp ! * 2 


— —_ * 1 


* This Deſcription may ſem to infer, that All Disbelievers of the Goſpel are as 
doubtful and unſatiched of a future State, which may not be ſtrictiy true, becauſe ſome, 
and indeed all, that in any tolerable Senſe can be faid to be Free-thinking Infidels, do 
to believe that: But as Deiſm by unayoidable Conf leals to Atheiſm ; 
the Article of the Deiſts Creed that reſpects a future State is perhaps not further be- 

than from the Teeth outward, for without Revelation there is not compleat De- 


| Monſtration of it ; and this the greateſt Philoſophers, after ſumming up the Force of 


thelr Arguments, have cunfeſ'd.” Indeed the Apparitiom of Spirits was admitted by 
83 „ and ſo — — — 
un clear. And we have an good Evidence for the Th ot that, as ug enn have 
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| — State, than a Perpetuity of Life, and everlaſting 


F 
the Daughter of a gloomy Soul and guilty Conſei- 
ence, excludes the of Immortality thro” the Fear 


of it; like his Evil-Genius, haunts the felt-abandon'd 


Wretch with the Horrors of Deſpair, plants Daggers 
in his Way to Happineſs ; ſets before him the Miſe- 
ries of Lite in all their Terrors, and for his Com- 
fort, points downwards to the Earth, and fays, Here 
be thy Reſt for ever; Here ſhake oft thy Being, and 


mix with kindred Clay; Here ſhrink out of Senſe 


into eternal Nothing! And is not this a moſt glorious 
Advantage, think ye, our Infidels thus gain over the 
Profeflors of Religion! ls it not a moſt deſitable Pri- 
vilege, after ſuffering the Whips of Fortune, and be- 
ing worſe uſed in Life than the Beaſts of the Field, 
at laſt to make our Grave with them, and thus only 
"ſcape our Perſecutors without any Recompence for 
our Sufferings! What a Motive is this to bear, with 
Patience and manly Reſignation, the Trials of Life, 
If this be all we hope to come ! But can no Beams ot 
unfading Glory in the Proſpect of a future State brigh- 
ten up thoſe gloomy Mortals, and give a more chear- 
fal Turn to that Sullenneſs in their Diſpoſition and 
Deſigns? No Comfort, or rather Tranſport in the 
View of immortal Youth and Beauty, in the Ex- 
change of a wither'd Carcaſs and wrinkl'd Face for the 
Bloom and Brightneſs of an Angel! No Charms in 
the Glories of Eternity; in the perpetual Exemption 
from Old-Age, and all the Infirmities of Mortality! 
Is there no Matter of Triumph and Exultation in the 
refined and endleſs Joys of a celeſtial Happineſs, where 
no Satiety, no Diminution can ever enter! which af- 


ter Millions of Millions of Ages will be freſh and in- 


viting as at firſt; nay, beigbtening and improving, as 
the — of the Soul will be enlarging to Eternity ! 
And is utter Extirpation, final Perdition, a more eli- 


ineſs! Are the gloomy Apartments and retiring 
Rooms of eternal Death of more joyous Conſideta- 
d | (10N, 
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tion, than the glorious Manſions in the Houſe of the 
Father, the inexpreſſible Pleaſures of the heavenly Pa- 
radiſe ! Surely a Man muſt be loſt to common Senſe; 
be far gone in a moſt deplorable (Stupidity, but ſo 
much as to balance between ſuch very different Al- 

ternatives! He muſt bave a very downward Appetite 
to mix with Mud, who can rejoyce to forego his 
Hope of Immortality, and deſire to return whole an 
for ever to his Earth again. | 


N © w had any Infidel laid all the Arguments he 
could find for the Certainty of another Life in the 
Balance, and found them wanting, and then inſtead 
of triumphing upon the Diſcovery of their Infuffici- 
ency, ſhou'd teſtify the greateſt Concern for the Diſ- 
appointment of ſuch glorious Expectations, and be- 
wail himfelt as undone for ever, there wou'd be ſome 
Sign of this Man's Sincerity and Goodneſs, and one 
_— have Hopes of his Conviction: But to pro- 

e That for the Scope of his Infidelity, which the 
Fewiſh Doctors reckon'd wou'd be the Puniſhment 
of the moſt execrable of the Damned, is ſomething pro- 
digiouſly amazing! *T'is what Nature ſtands in Hor- 
ror of, and ſhrinks at the very Thought! Tis con- 
tradicting what an Heathen Author ſays was the ge- 
neral Senſe of Mankind, who, Women as well as 
Men, wou'd ſooner ſuffer all the Torments of Hell, 
than not be immortal, tho' it were but in Mifery ! 
But theſe Wretches of a quite different Spirit, dare 
not entertain the Thoughts of Immortality, ſhiver at 
the leaſt Glimpſe of eternal Life, and for ſhelter, run 
to hide their Heads in the dusky Scenes of Horror, 
and call out to the Abyſſes of Inexiſtence, Cover us 
for ever! and muſt we thus let go the Hopes of Hea- 
ven, the Crows of Life, and everlaſting Happineſs af- 
ter Death, as a golden Dream and vain Deluſion, and 
be laugh d out of our Creed with the Scoffs and Senſe· 
leſs Raillery of Fools and Madmen! Conſider M it, 
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take Advice, and ſpeak you Minds. Judg. xix. | 


30. 
Bor it may be, there are ſome who are very good 
Friends in their Hearts to 7 and wiſh nothing 
more than to find the Truth of it's Promiſes, but yet 
for want of ſufficient Demonſtration, or ſome particu- 
lar Satisfaction, they can't perſuade themſelves to'ac- 
1 intirely in it's Denunciations. Now as it is a 

eproach to any Man of Senſe to embrace a Perſua- 
ſion, without being able to give his Reaſons for doing 
ſo; I truſt that we ſhall be ready always to give an Au- 


ſwer to every Man that asketh us a Reaſon of the Hope 


that is in us, 


Nox of our modern Unbelievers, 'tis preſumed, 
will now offer to deny the Being of a God, or affert 
that this vaſt Whole was the Work of Chance, and 
that ſo many Atoms jumping together ſtruck out a 
World: Unleſs he wou'd make this pleaſant Infer- 
ence from it; that his Brain was the Product of ſuch 
4 fortuitous Concourſe; and that it was odds from 
the different ſhuffling, and claſhing, and Ebullitions 
of fanciful Particles but he had been a Believer as ſoon 
as an Infidel; or rather that he had thought nothin g 
of the Matter, but that his Head had becn as meer a 
Block, as one would take it to be. MIL of 


Bor the preſent Infidels are in general 'aſhamed of 
thoſe beggarly Elements of their Birth, Matter, and 
Motion, and are pleaſed to allow a God ſome Hand 
in the Work of their Creation. We have then by 
their Courteſy obtained a God, but what a God mult 
theirs be, who is deſtitute of all the Attributes that 
all rational People have always afcribed to him? Ts 
there not Knowledge in the moſt high? If not, whence 
had we ours? If there is, (I ſpeak upon Epicurus's 
and our Deiſts Hypotheſis) where are his 1 
| an 


1 
and Juſtice? the one to communicate himſelf to the 
World, and reveal his Will; and the other, purſuant 
to that Revelation, to reward or puniſh the Execu- - 
tion or Breach of it? Not to manifeſt himſelf to. ſuch 
Creatures as are capable of knowing and ſerving him, 
argues Negle& and Want of Goodneſs; not to re- 
compence our good and bad Deeds, and make a Re- 
tribution for all the Miſeries we ſuffer in this Life, 
cries -aloud againſt his -Injuſtice, and proclaims him 
the moſt, cruel and unreaſonable Being in the Uni- 
verſe, for calling up ſo many poor Wretches into 
Exiſtence, ſubject to an Infinity of Evils, without a- 
ny Proſpe& of a future Recompence: For without 
that, Man wou'd be the moſt wretched Part of the Cre- 
ation; his Reaſon and Reflection wou'd only ſerve 
bim to heighten his Senſe of Miſery. I ſuppoſe it 
then agreeable to God's Goodneſs and the natural I- 
dea we have of him, to make a Revelation of his 
Will to Mankind, whereby they may know what 
they ought to do to pleaſe him, and obtain a Reward ; 
and what they ought to avoid, becauſe it is diſplea- 
ſing to him, and he will puniſh, it. Now that natu- 
ral Light, or what they call Religion of Nature cou'd 
- not be wholly ſufficient for this, the Experience of 
= the World has abundantly evinced. And as that be- 
{| came more corrupted, and the Light grew dimmer 
| the farther from it's Source, a God of Compaſſion 
1 and Goodneſs muſt naturally be ſuppoſed, ſince he 


| had not thought fit to prevent ſuch a Detection in 
i Mankind, to republiſh his Laws to the World, from 
TLime to Time, in ſuch Diſpenſations as he ſaw pro- 


B per. I ſhall quote a Paſſage to this purpoſe out of 
Fol the moſt learned Biſhop Stiſlingfleet's Origines Sacre ; 
| - whoſe Reaſons are ſo convictive for the juſt Expecta- 
A tion of a Divine Revelation over and above Natural 
4 Light, that all Pretences to the contrary will appear 
* to a Perſon of any juſt Thinking very vain, and fri- 
1 volous His Propoſitian is this: The r 7 
v0 | es 
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Gates of natural Light are uo ſufficient Standard ts judge 
of Divine Revelation by. Upon which he proceeds: 
« I mean not in Reference to Conſonancy or Repug- 


« nancy to natural Light, but in Reference to the 


« Extent and Latitude of Divine Revelation, i. e. that 
<« natural Light doth not contain in it whatever may 


«'be known of God or of his Will; and that upon 


<« theſe Reaſons. 1/3. It implies no Repugnancy to 
“ any diQate of Nature, that God ſhou'd reveal any 
« Thing more of his Mind and Will, than is con- 
« tain'd in the Light of Nature. 24. Nature reach - 
eth, as to Matters concerning Religion, no further 
« than the Obligation to Duty; but leaves the parti- 
« cular Determination of the Manner of Obedience 
« to divine poſitive Laws, as is clear in Reference to 
« the Time, Place, and particular Duties of Wor- 
« ſhip. 75 Nature owning an univerſal Obligation 
“% to the Will of God in whatever he ſhall command, 
«doth ſuppoſe a Power in God to command what 
he pleaſeth. 47. Nature is ſenfible of it's own 
« Decay, and the Imperfection of it's own Light, 
© and therefore ſeems rather to require further IIlu- 
“ mination then to put any Bar againſt it. eb. Man's 
« Happineſs being a free Gift of God's, it ſtands to 
« the higheſt Reaſon that he ſhou'd have the preſcri- 
« bing of the Conditions which are in Order to it; 
« now theſe Conditions being the Reſults, not of 
« God's Nature, but of his arbitrarious WIII, it is 
“ impoſſible that natural Light cou'd ever reach to 
e the full Diſcovery of them. 6b. It hath been the 
« general Senſe of all Nations in the World, that 
God may reveal more of his Will than Nature can 
« reach unto; which Senſe diſcovers it ſelf in two 


« Things. 1. Praying to their ſeveral Gods for Di- 


« rection. 2. Hearkening after pretended Oracles, 
« which the Devil cou'd never have had that Advan- 
« tage of deceiving the World by, had it not been 
for this general Senſe of Mankind, that there wan- 
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ted ſome particular Revelation from God to make 
„ Men happy. So then this may be aſſumed as 
% Principle, That God may reveal more of, his Mind 
«and Will to Mankind, than he hath done by the 
« Dictates: of mere natural Light and Reaſon. ?, : 


Fenner 3h $36, 4136341 „„. 725 La 
No this, to ſay no more, is ſufficient Evidence 
of the Neceſſity of an expreſs Revelation, that when 


Men by Sins have offended the Divine Majeſty, there 


ſhouw'd be a Diſcovery. made by what Means they may 
propitiate the Deity, and be again received into Fa- 
vour. And how cou'd they aſſure themſelves that 
Repentance wou'd be ſufficient, 'or that any Attone- 
ment cou'd be made for Sins, without God's manife- 
ſting his Acceptance of it? Indeed, the general Pra- 
Etice of Sacrificing in the Heathen World, ſhews they 
had a Notion that ſome Attonement might be made; 
but the Philoſophers; and the more Intelligent among 
them owned themfelves, much at a Loſs for the Cer- 
tainty of theſe Things, as well as all Things elſe re- 
lating to the Deity : And in this we may ſuppoſe Plato 
to ſpeak the Senſe of all the Reſt. , And wou'd our 


Modern pretended Wits: have ſtruck out better Lights 


than Socrates, Plato, or Cicero, upon their own Stock, 
cou'd ever do? yet theſe were beholden to Revelati- 
on, or they had ſucceeded much worſe, for the World 


was never without it's Advantages more or leſs. E- 


ven thoſe very * Sacrifices of whole firſt Inſtitution 
and 'Efficacy theſe Philoſphers were ignorant, and 
whoſe Original by tract of Lime had been forgotten in 
the Heathen World, may be demonſtrated to be of a Di- 
vine Foundation, which leads us directly to a Reye- 
lation and the Sanction of poſitive Duties. % 


— 8 i * 
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That Sacrifices were originally of divine Inſtitution, has been 
thoroughly vindicated by ſeveral learned Men g the contrary 
Notion of both Ancients. and Moderns; particularly St. cryſaſtom 
and the Author of the Anſwers to the Orthodox, among the Works 
of F, Martyr, and wy Grot ius, Spencer, le Clerc, and others. 
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In Truth, the Knowledge we have attained beyond 
the moſt inlightned Heathens plainly enough ſpeaks 


the Advantage of the Chriſtian Revelation; and their 


Want or Perverſion, and Miſcarriages thereby occa- 
ſioned, the abſolute Neceſſity of 1. Publicati- 
on of it, and that enacted by the moſt authentic Au- 
thority. We may therefore with the greateſt Reaſon 


expect from the Goodneſs of God an eſpecial Deola- 


ration of his Will. What then can bid fairer for this 
Revelation than what we call he Written Mord ef 
Co? Let them produce Books, if they can, of equal 
Antiquity with the Books of Maſes and the more an- 

cient Canonical Seriptures; Books more inconteſta- 
bly acknowledged to belong to the Authors to whom 
they are aſcribed than the Whole Canon of Scripture 
in general; Books more univerſally allowed to be of 
divine Authority by alt that have had the beſt Oppor- 
tunity of examining their Authentickneſs: Let them 
tell us of Books that carry better Credentials of Hea- 
ven, more evident Marks and Characters of Divini 

than thoſe we have, and we will embrace them. 1 
there are * ſuch, in what far Country have they been 
kept ſo long from our Notice? If there are not, as I 


believe our Adverſaries will allow there are not, in 


i "1 
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* is not impoſſible but we may be here taken up by ſome 
ſhrewd Infidel, who will pretend to find ſuch Scriptyrgs in the Hands 
of the, Abrabamiſts, a very particular Tribe in Eg Hr, according to 
the Account of a late Traveller: But this is a'Relation the more 
extraordinary, as I believe it is to be found in no/other Author. 
we ate therefore ſafe enough till any one ſhall think fit to pro- 


duce theſe Books againſt us. 


IF N. Simon, the Jate learned. French Critie, and ſome others may 
have heard of theſe ; yptian Sages and theit Sctiptures, I ſhou'd 
fuſpe& that they had thence borrowed their abſutd Notion about 
the Hiſtorical Books of the O. T. or rather a later Author from 
him. Tis not unlikely that there may be ſuch: Pretenders to An- 
tiquity in Egypt, but their Pretentions muſt be very New, or they 
cou'd never have been Io long unknown to the learned World. 


* 
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the Name of God let us make the beſt Uſe of theſe 
we have. 1 t | 1 1 
No we need not go ſo far about, to prove the 
Authority of our Scriptures ; the very Books ſpeak 
their Author: If we cou'd not make out ſome ex- 


' ternal Circumſtances of Evidence, tho' theſe are all 


moſt abundantly cleared, and 1 have neither Room 
nor Deſign here to add any Thing by Way of Cor- 
roboration ; yet the Matter of theſe Writings is ſo 
far above all human Compoſures, that they breath of 


nothing but Heaven, and the Finger of God is viſible 


throughout. What a ſublimity of Conception when 
the Supreme Being is the Subject! What a refined 
and-exalted Moral above all the Maxims of the World 
and it's moſt boaſted Philoſophers, when they give 
Leſſons of Conduct to Mankind There is this Kia. 
nifeſt Difference betwixt theſe and all mere moral 
Productions; the Scriptures ſpeak of Men in the Lan- 
guage of Divinity, Philoſophers ſpeak of God in the 
low unequal Stile of Men: Thoſe by their Precepts 
wou'd raiſe Men to approach the Deity, the others 
pull down the Deity to the Level of Mortals! I be- 


lieve Homer and Virgil will be allowed to have writ- 


ten in the greateſt Sublimity of Expreſſion and Senti- 
ment of any uninſpired Authors; but what a viſible 
Diſparity between their boldeſt Flights and ſome of 
the Poetical Parts of the old Teſtament! Does not 
the Book of Fob ſhine out amidſt the Diſadvantages 
of a Proſe Tranflation, and that as plain as may be, 
above all the Strokes and Flowers of the moſt ele- 
t human Poetry? Are there not more warm and 
tively Deſcriptrions in the Prophets and Revelations, 
than ever were drawn by the Pen of Man? And what 
is further conſiderable, if we tun thro? all the Wri- 
tings of the moſt celebrated Philoſophers of Antiqui- 
ty, we ſhall be ſo far from finding a tolerable Syſtem - 
of Morality, that they are nothing but r 

| ati 
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and at perpetual Variahce.in their Sentiments of the 


ſupreme Good. and their Decifions of moral Virtue; 
an uhanſwerable Argument that theſe Men were ne- 
ver deſigned, nor were ſufficietit to reform the World. 
But iti Caſe they had beei better qualified for. thi 
reat Work, both by Conſiſtency -of Doctine and 
raQice, they ſtill wanted the Sanction of Divine Au- 
thotity, without which no Doctrine will have much 
Influence on the Lives of Men. Is it not then a De- 
monſtration of the Divine Miſſion of the firſt Heralds 
of the Goſpel, * whilſt deing moſtly ignorant. and illi- 
terate Men, of the loweſt Rank and Education, they 
10 far tranſcended all the Philoſophers in the World 
put together, that theſe Teartied Heathens are infinite- 
unden of being brought into Compariſon? As 
td the Method of theſe Divine her & r. Boyle's 
excellent Book of the Stile of tbe Ke will 
the 


fatisfy an Perſon who does not labour 
moſt unreaſonable Prejudice. * \ ar 
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Now to conſider the Matter of Religion, and e- 
tpecially Chriſtianity. It is the Confeffion of all the 


beſt Heathen Philoſophers, that human Nature is very 
much debaſed and fallen ffom it's original 7 and 
Conſtitution, and that there is a Neceflity, of ſome 
2 Way of railing it up again, and of recovering 
Souls. And where do we meet with ſo rational 
Account of the Fall of Man, and of the Means of 
his Recovety as in our Scriptures? Of the Former 
+ there are evident Traces in the Heathen Mythology, 
which lead us back thro* ſeveral Windings to the 
Scriptures or primæval Tradition as their Original ; 
and to our Account of the Cauſes of human Cor- 
tuption, (the Abuſe of out Liberty) and the 8 
of Sin into the” World their Philoſophers have 09 
ſeribed. It is molt evident chat Plato derived môſt of 
bis Lights in this Matter from the Scriptures, or che 
eee e c Or it Wit 
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fed with We Copcurrenes of Wie 


ſy Oy have. Heathen "Philoſophers concurs 
ih ac 5e e Neceflity.of that 15 
foe which God was manifeſted in the Fleſh. What then 
ae a d with the Infidels of our Pays to 
get the Lora of Life FINS it 
Br er of Sh great a Ae or t of 
Vidence, Either in the Ascom liſbinent or * Or 
rom! ES, God's Rudin bis Son into the Wort 
and” the” ſever . Prop 775 "ating to his Coming? 
or. the- Al Were is the Difficulty of concciving 
f of” a Virgin by 


"Man" the immediate Pow! 
ud 1 © of the A Jeb gig, Wheteby the Divinit 
4e 10 bite 1 7 4 1 if that he. was God a 
Man "rogether?..” Heathens cannot cry out Incre- 
dibilities here, becayſe, they had ſeveral Emblems and 
fitirious 1 xample 115 it in their Religion: And it is 
the Seni {jd t thi it beſt and moſt ancient Authors, 
as, , cotr'd how, that the God $ might viſt Mankind 
in this finger, in ordef for” ok Ras and Inſtru- 
Pelle, As ltere G ,Created the 


io 
eis 48 auf fei ut Oft he Du of 1 Earth, 
cannot tax this” ith 1 1 polite, becauſe: there - 
muc 
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much jeſs Difficulty and Wondet in a Female's 
ception 7 9 —. the Conjunction of the Male; 05 
here is a Subject prepared, a fit Recipient for the im- 
eguating Inffuence. But there was no more Cn: : 
aer bet wixt the Particles of the Earth and the oro 
ganized Parts of Man's Body, no more natural Apt: 
nens in the ingnimate Clods to form a living Crea- 
en than there is #ow. We ſee no ſuch Produ- 


t 
= in our Days, nor wou'd there ever have been 


ch without the Interpoſal of an Almighty Power. 
then ane ot theſe has actually happen'd, and w 
mparably the great Wonder of the Two, the Poſ- 
155 of the —— cannot reaſonably be conteſted. 
belief then of this capital Truth of Fact is to 
85 aſcribed on both Sides to an obſtinate Prejudice 
and the over-bearing Pride of human Reaſon. As for 
the Evidence of the Prophecies concerning this great 
R 889 the Agcompliſhment of them, our Seri 
7 wil 14 1 whoſe Authority I will 
| fince from what has beet faid upoj that 
Sub 1 e myſelf our Adverfaries Will not 
readily refute it. Not to mention the general Expe- 
Gation of the, Eaſtern World of ſuch a Perſon. As 
to the Clearnelz of theſe Prophecies and their Com- 


pletion, ſomething will be ſaid afterwards. 3 


WX have ſo much therefore clear: The Fall of 
in it's Conſequences at leaſt, is confeſſed on 
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Conſequences, that be was reſolved — it us well as be cou'h, by dengs 
F conſequent thereupon ; 
| x all Tees clever Gree tem 
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Sttangers to true Philoſophy and ſpund Reaſbtt, 46 


de of any Conſideration, ©'unlels one cou'd mend 
their Senſes dy ſome - outward” Applications, or 
more ſex/ible Arguments: And the Neceſſity of bis 
Redemption and a Recovery of Souls is agreed upon 
to be of abſolute Importance. Now look but into 
the Bible, and you find a Remedy, a Catholicon fot 
this Grand, this univerſal Diſeaſe!” No ſooner had 
Mail falten but we find a Promiſe, of a Saviour and 
Redeemer. Purſuant to this, for the Neceſſity of the 
upon him human Nature, fet- 
ting aſide all moral Reaſons, Irenæus may anſwer for 
us:? Unleſs God had provided for our Salvation by Man, 
he .#bou'd ſeem in ſome Sort to be over-come by the Ser. 
peut; | at therefore by Mon cane. Death, by Man mutt 


AA 203 
As God [likewiſe had promiſed this Victory to 
Man over the Serpent, his Veracity engaged him to 
abſolve his Promiſe ; but no Perſon, merely human, 
cou'd offer himſelf to this Work, being in Conſe- 
Juence of the Fall obnoxious to Death and God's Jus 
ce: Whence plainly appears the 8 of. God's" 
ſending his Son into the World, born of a Virgin of 
free from the Corruption of human natute ſince the Fa 2 

* Io . PS | PS + FIG + „een ah I 
9 F this be a ſatisfactory Reaſon of our aviour's com- 
ing, we will ti Wenne the Truth of the 
otiginal Promiſe whereon the Eaſtern World eſpecially 
grounded their ExpeQation”of him. The Devil ſeems 
to have had an envious Eye, as he had reaſon, upon this 
famous Oracle, from it's firſt. Delivery, and to have u- 
ſed his utmoſt Efforts to obſcure or pervert it's Meaning. 


As on the one Hand, the People of God have had 
their Sacrifices from the e which were ty- 
pical of a better, more compleat and univerſal Sacri- 
fee for Sins, which was yet future, and —_—— 
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Ln 
and Images of better Things to come were only ſo far 
eſfectual to the Pardon of Sins as they had a Refe- 
rence: to their Antitype, the Saxiour of the Worid, 
and all ended in him: So it is Conviction that theſe 
Sactamental Acts were founded on the Expectation 
of-/a: Saviour and Redeemer, and they demonitrate: 
that the Promifeiof. him was very early given to Man- 
kind. On the other Hand, this receives an Acceſſion 
Evidence, in [regard that all the other Patriarchal 
Families, who had wander'd from the Fold of the 
Church, and were out of the Alliance God had made 
with his peculiar People, had orignally the ſame: Sa- 
exifiges, and directed to the fame End; but by Tract 
Time and the natural Corruption of the Truth 
and Practice among a People leſt to themſelves, they 
forgot the otiginal Inſtitution and chief Purpott of 
5 —— — — which — — | — 
vantage, and always emulous of the ip 
of, the true God, eaſily run away. with their Sacriſi- 
ces, and engaged them in the Service and Adoration! 
of Him and his Afſociates, 51 9194s 1 10; 4 
DARK nitro vi+oe rt „iin CUM ieee 
- AN D what is further obſeryable, as he was. well 
agquainted, either from the Sacred Wrirings, or o- 
ther ways, with God's Deſign of ſending his Son into 
the World to be offered a Victim for the Sins of Man- 
kind, the Pride and Malice of this apoſtate Spirit, urg- 
ing him on to mimiek God in his ſublimeſt Myſteries, 
he eaſily inſinuated his Deluſions into the Minds of 
—— which he had e — — —4.— Pur- 

ſe, or perhaps ſuggeſting ſome obſcure and broken 

a hy — u Gap from 
ſome natural Reſults of Reaſon for the Expediency 
ahd Efficacy of ſame human Victim to expiate the Sins 
of a People, as ſeems the Caſe with ſuch civiliz*d Na- 
tions as the Romans and others, he thus made Way 
for the Introduction of human Sacrifices into his Wor- 
map. But this Matter * deferyes to be further 
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opened and Diſcuſſed in a larger Diſfertation. Mare 
thus much to me ſeems a very forcible Argument fut ih 
sed 
023 2790 aint [18 dae 

AND this great Occurrence was the Sudeck of ths 
moſt ancient Oracles; here was a moſt comfortable 
Expæctation for the loſt Poſterity of Ham. Hete wo 
have a molt infallible Feſtimony for the Truth of gu 


and the Expectatiou of all Men — — 


into the Workd confirmed di the E 
welt: as authorized by Goc expreſs Dectaration ane 
Promiſe. Are theſe Things ſo o nov? If is replied 
not; let me ask, was there ever any ſuch Thingias 
Prophecy in the World } ſuppoſe this will be 
denied, -becauſe'the-leaſt Knowledge of the — 
the World: will convinde one of it. If Prophech ie 
allowed, is not this to ucHhOοẽ,,ã²Ze 4 COmmunicuei- 
on betwixt a ſuperior Being and Mankind Hence we 
come at the Exiſtence of immaterial a Reve- 
lation, and all the Myſteries tran ſinited to us 
that; For that there are amy Po-Wẽ²lrs in the S0. 
of foretelling Things future, meerly contingent, and 

Wan L n fred Agents, is altogether inconceiv- 
er have thus 9 the Knowiedge of a ſu- 


ee of the Aloo of Troops, Revetas! 
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lies bn our Advert — TINY this the! ae ature, 
to time, have. been interrupted; on a Reriöus Accu 5 tha Propdecies huve'boae 


I that ſeveral Things not knowable by of are he | 
it 3 that t e are inviſible Beings of more than human 99071 


Kaen ei beate n the Actions : Which —— 1 

ve a God, a ſupreme ſupreme Adminiſtrator, leads in a dire — 
nd te bp Game berwixe ok of them, we Lu an Uniformi 
of and a Concatenation of Ch ave — 0 
a Alxs x he 881 who is Jug, One e: Same, always ſtent wt? 


hmſefy and that wherher this 208 immediately ur by his Miniſters, be ! 
is. primary tho Author. of theſe. Re v bich have ben e, 


a we muſt conclude, that dewby/e Fthere j js 200 thas 1 
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to the 0 of eſus, even ſuppoſing as 
conſiſteney in — he the carnal Jews Won d, 
have it, nome of which we are under the leaſt Necef 
ſity of yielding, the contrary being bang demanitrablg; © ; But. 
I will go yet further, and ſuppoſe 
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rillianity in it's Infancy, convicted by. th cee 
45 Thing, cou'd not deny t 2 Fnorapy ent 
eſe Propuecies, and ſome of the 8 
and 2 all our. 4222 gech ol mi he 
Eree-Thinkers, put together. Nox, to mention, 
moſt learned of the Jewiſh, 3 — — 900 5 
Meſſiah was expected at the I ime: when, ou. 
eyince his Coming, ſome ot which tegeixed 
thers, carried away with the common rejudi 
their Nation, looking for a temporal and trium _ 
Monarch; rejected him. 28 their very T almn OWS 
that his (C0 75 at that "Iv was 'the e Eipe. 
"IO. Toms. 9 4 47 0 | 
nant at yet e in GW oy 
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obtain? Our Saviour's Miracles are an abundant 1 
of his Divine Mifſion, and that further contirnted t 
his 4 75 of Prophe "ic h has ſuccefhvely receiy 
new Acceſſions of Piidence: thro all Ages down 77 
Qs, _ 1 to do 16 — y 4 See 
tion al 8 e ng Prophecies o 
the Old Tedamet ſerved oe fe ſo — 95 Lights, to di- 
rect the World where to look for che effiah'; his 
own incompatably greater Lights demonſtrably pro- 
ved himſelf to be the Perſon, In a Word, the anci- 
ent Prophecies are an Evidence for Jeſus Gurl; his 
Own orks and ah thts 136 ec are a Breater. des 4 


4 


„or 6 Hep a'titthe back: "What ſhall we H of 
the wonderful Star that denounced like an Herata 
from tlie Skies the Birth of the Prinee of Peace? 
That it was no Comet alf the Obſervers of the He- 
vens in thisſe Times confeſs; and the Prodigy brought 
Cheremon, the Stoiet Philoſopher, with other Aſtro- 
logers js Companjons, intò Judea, to enquire after 
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were fo vety us, that even Heathen Hiſtori | 
— to the Truth of em. One may inſtante in the famous ph. 
on, who aſſures us, that whatever he foretold (or St, Peter from 
Kan) exactly came ta paſs, - And how memorably and miraculouſ- 
Jy, bis 2 of the DeſtzuQion of Feraſalem ere accompliſhed; 
mmi. by fe ha will had us; not £0.06 1 Taatus and o- 
ets, is more abus ancly lu rarer cal refetr. 
t 'The — * this Flndcmencn to S544 hoes os Angel a" 
der the Figure here deſcribed, which 1 congeive to be. tlie. moſt pro- 
bable Account, of it. The ſeveral Opinions concerning it are 2 


worth mientionjug, got do 1. think the Arguments of Spanhewige 
| — the Wotion of the "Greeks concluſive. wy was much more in 


e ordinary Courſe to ſend an Angel upon this Errand, than pur- 
poſely make; up a luminpns Body for this Poſt, and — * — 


pe it's firſt hen it had done it's 
further beds Þ y e 4 the Al vt wi Wire 22 22 the 


e Divine * of Angels. 
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Mag: ? Did he deny it? He chu'd not, butce 


an 


Influence to Mankind, and perceived me Power of 


his Gods was diminiſhed and overthrown- f Chalei diu 


the Platon like wiſe atteſts thar the Chaldeans obſer- 


ved that Star to ſigniſy the Sulstary coming of 
upon arch for the Sake Uf Mankind. 


ſa 
f the 
ed to eidape ut this Pinch by à rigicologg'/Evaffon; 
which both: the preceding and ſubſequent Ages have 
fully expoſed and brought to nothing; 9245 Thäreve- 
ry four hundredth Vear the ſame Star might be ob- 
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wiian the Apoſtate of this Stat and the Coming o 
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Wr have thus obtained the Meſſiah, K 


Refleemer, according to the“ Prediction“ of ancien 
Oracles, coming with Miracles and all the Characters 


of an heavenly Miſſion, at a Lime when the World 
was in the greatett- ExpeQation of him Ml they 
now ſay that Miracles ate not -a Demonſtraton of 


more than Mortal Power? That Miracles have been 


wrought, who can reaſonahly deny? (The Ablardity 
of Mr. M oolſton s Scheme Will appear after arch)! and 
the very Name in our Acceptation of it imports ſome- 
thing Supernatural and above all human Force. Now 
whether theſei Portents procoed from the Ageney of 
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t Suppoſe this Teftimony dot to be genuine, as the learned Span- 
hime heſitates i his; Opiniou, tho' 1 don't ſee for what; yet ie Hi 


"oxy of the Star being admitted by ſo bitter an Enemy to Chriſti- 


anity, and à Man of ſo much Sagacicy and Learning as the Apo- 
Kate Fw(ian, is ſurely Argument enough, that the Thigg ugs in his 
Time above all Queſtion. To omit an internal Demonſtration from 
the very Natute of the Hiſtory, with what View Sti Marrow cou'd 
have related! ſuch a. Story if it had not been undeniably true; for 
the Coming of the Mi- u muſt have been a very public Thing 
as the. Circumſtances. ſhew,..and cou'd the Hiſtorian-be-ſo-idie a Le- 
gendary to ruin the Credit of his Book by one ſingle Fact, fo much 
2 the. High- Road of Hiſtory, chat ao Man wou'd have enpe- 
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Uſe and Deſign. That God: will not lend his Power 
to countenance or authaxize a Falſhood, is moſt cer- 


tain, Nor can we expect to find. ſuch divine Fow 
communicated to Perſons without a Conformity hs 
Life and Manners... That God then, primaxily, was 
e Author of the Miracles wrought by Jeſus and — | 
les, is moſt; apparent from the Doctrine they 
e eſtabliſh by them, and the Character of the Per- 


ns, New that Chriſt and his Apoſtles wrought ſuch 
onders as are recorded of them, we havè the Teſti- 
mony,of the; Eearnedeſt Heathens, who cou'd not de- 
ny it, ſome of which were converted upon it; others 
more perverſe and obſtinate cou'd not gainſay the 
ruth of them, tho“ they endeavour'd to elude the 
PR Did not 8 * s of the ——— in 
ogies to t oman Emperors, | 
public Archives for the Truth of theſe Facts ? 
Lay, Qumdratus, the learned Biſhop of Athens, in the 
excellent Apology he preſented to the Emperor Adrian, 
urging the Conſpicuouſneſs of our Saviour's Mira- 
cles, gives this moſt inſuperable Teſtimony, as Euſe- 
Aus preſerves it to us, 'Fhat: the Perſons cured by: 
40 our Lord, and ſuch as were raiſed from the Dead 
« by him, were afterwards not only publicly con- 
« verſant with all Men, and during his Stay upon 
6 © Earth, but that they continued alive a long Lime 
« after, ſo that ſome of them were even then livi 
% when. he wrote his Defence. Which if falſe 
been ſuch an unparallel'd Impudence as well as Weak- 
neſs to aſſert in ſo public a Manner, and upon ſuch 
an Occaſion, when it might be ſo eaſily refated to the 
Ruin of his Cauſe. And have we not Evidences from 
Heathen Authors yet remaining that there was ſuch. 
4 Perſon as Jeſus Chriſt, who wrought the Miracles 


related of bim? Does not Foſephas erty. that cele- 
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* * The « Geouineneſs of his Teſtimony of 1 however: Excep=2 
np againſt, by 3 has been late ſufficiently Viadicaee AN 
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bratet! ruανν COm¹,ju'e and enckllem | 
ly-agree, with our Evatiyeli)s:n the Account of 

his A Manners, and his Death? And: then fot 

the wonderful Girotmitances. of his Deathj, contelicd 


ty-foper natural, av the GUitdtbWuhams O- the Harth: 
quake; and tho f untver fal Bclipſe of tha:Surt, wiuch 
can never happen i a nat Wayp tne leis how 
when by the Avowal of all Adhrondumeryy; the e 
great Luminaries were as far from Conjunction as 
e Sete L tap 
fanrcambahces we have the. tohcutremi I eſtimo- 

ty. of + Heathen Anfons 1131 extant. We might have 
the :Reandiig-bf the Vai of ther emplear 

fante Fime, a Miracle as inconteſt ane as any of 
former, and to whidhoFeſepbns tikewite fubferibes> 
mot Lari the Presbytet af, AH,, deſire hi 
40 oon ſult chei/ owri Annals for the Fruth of 
Tbings? Does net Hage confirrh al theſe 
Fach ont of the Heathen Cem mentumus ), And does 
not Tart uiban refut the i Heathens to their OW Books 
of Rerosdaꝰ What Nom hem is here for Doubt and 
Taffdeliy? Were non tze Men of ab muciy 
in weir Sen ſes as we ase Cou'dithey not be certain 
Whether they heatd Chrict and his Apoſtfes: 
and ſaw them working Miracles as much as we cou 
have been, had we been in their Places? Or wou'd ſo 
— — cheneſotves: to the 
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t Whether this Eclipſe was univerſal, or included the oak | 


of Fudea only, or the whole oman Empire, as the Original Terms 

raay- impou, the Mirade, m i 1 le. Bui as 

Heathen 28 Vage i from the Manner in 8 it is 
urged by the Chriſtian Apol 725 


.muſt have. be de 80577 
T dee 2 late Here entitled . to the A 2 41 77 
nbi of Hane and Jeb ert es prot 
an learned Author the _— Manat ſhalb read 


2 muſt further declare £ 


and his curious Di 
LES which I beliehe v 
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moſt exquiſite Torments and Mockery of the inhu- 


have conſidered his Life and Death. Let us next 


mould not our Apoſtles, Eye: Witneis, havecas | 


[#3 


man Perſecutors of Chriſtianity, and throw away their 
Lives ſor an Uncertainty, nay,” for any Thing ſhort 
of the moſt ſenſible Evidence? Surely not. Learn 
ing likewiſe and all Politeneſs were then at their 
Utmoſt Summit, there is therefore the leſs Ground for 
any Suſpicion that the World could be then ſo egre» 
giouſly impoſed upon —— 
” MARES 2901. 19h. £2. 019% erte © VR 


Wr kave'now ſeen the Son of God upon Eanhs 


what Evidence we have of his Reſurrection. Now 
we have the Confeſſion of Heathens themſelves that 
ſome Perſons roſe again aſter they were dead; the 
cannot therefore by the ſame Reaſon utter ly deny the 
Re ſurrection of our Lord as incredible. And why. 


Credit as Plato, Herodotus, Plutarch and Pliny, h 


give us a Relation of ſeveral dead Perſons! who re- 


turned to Life after ſome conſiderable Space, and yet 
were never challenged for their Fidelity upon any con- 
ceived Improbability in theſe Stories? Even ſome Phi- 
loſophers have pretended to account for them upon 
natural Principles, ſo far from thinking them incre- 


i 
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Voor D $p6053þ war hi 9994997 af -d v. 
HowEvEx it be, it ſhews thus much atleaſt; that 
the Heathens, even the greateſt Men amongſt them, 


_ not think a Reſuſcitation impoſſible 'or_1mprobar. 
E. | | 1 1 4961 


Ir is further probable, that God may have wen 
theſe Examples of à Reſurrection among Heathens, 


the better to prepare then for the Belief of. his Son's 


ReſurreQion, as he had done the ſame among the 
Fews. Now admitting the Credibility of a Reviviſ-- 
cence, from theſe Inſtances, which *tis plain the World 
ann here Gans, ot with wee View of Sugeeſt e 
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ſuch Relations be paſſed upon them? And without. 
Tomething of this Kind really happening . ſomewhere, 
how. cou'd it come into the Head of ſo, many Perſons 
ok different Times and Places to vent ſo unlikely a 
Fiction? Admitting this, can we with any Shadow of 
mg, 8 the Veracity of our Apoſtles, for re- 
lating a Thing of their own Knowledge, as credible, 
at leaſt, and of which it moſt nearly concerned the 
to be convinced, becauſe they laid down. their Lives 
im the Aſſertion? Cou'd any Men be io unnatural af- 
ter finding themſelves. deceived, to make it the whole. 
Buſineſs of their Lives to go about the World to de- 
ceive others at the Expence of the Crueleſt of Tor- 
ments, and Death in the moſt dreadful Shapes! Here 
is not the leaſt plauſible Pretence for any ſuch Sup-. 
poſition, Did not they aſſert theſe Things publickly- / 
at Jeruſalem, when the Cheat would preſently: have. 
been diſcovered, if it had been one, becauſe that was. 
the Place where this wonderful Scene was laid, and 
they publiſhed the Thing immediately before Magi- 
ſtrates who did all they cou'd to ſuppreſs it, and 
before a Confluence of People from all Parts of the: 
Eaſt, among whom they made Multitudes, of Con- 
verts? Did not Pilate himſelf, who condemned the 
Lord of Glory, witneſs to the Truth of this? Were 
not the , Procurator's f Ad tranſmitted to the Ro- 
man Archives, at leaſt ſome Memoirs relating to 
r pes — Warane G 2 this. 
See this Matter fully diſcuſſed in a late Piet6 entitled Ta I 
of the Munch of the Reſurrettion of Jeſus, And elſemere. 
1 can't imagine how Monſteur le Clerc comes to ſuſpect vhethen 
there weile ever any Acts of Pilate genuine, and therefore wou'd not 
have theſe inſiſted on as a Proof in this Caſe. This methinks is 
making Fools of theſe great Apologiſts with a Witneſs! I know not 
whether it be worth taking Notice, that a Writer but the other Day 
has taken up the ſame Sentiment: But upon chat Keaſous, and 
with what view? I ſay nothing of the. Diſſertation on Pur 
gen's Eclipſe; that may be the Concern of another. 1 will only 
add this, that whether there were ever properly any Acts of Pilare, it im- 
ports not much; but that thete were ſome authentic Memoits of Plate's, 
touching Chriſt's Crucifixion, &c. I ſec no Reaſon to call in queſtion. 
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7 5 ed d yen iw the moſt pablic Man- 
$ ak Fortullian, in their Apolo- 

4 4 Mr Rom in perort themfelves,: fert Con- 
5 of the Truth of Nu Relurrectiun Þ This 
ee Minkmd't6 22 Fatt 

5 9 here the Abſurdiry any Im- 


n; or O61tufich in — ing 2 — the Se- 
92 124 Bob great fer u Mary of Senſe, or of 
" off the Roman Military Diſcipline! 
comple e es it.” Befides Prlate%: Toſtimo- 
675 — deut ef deubt. And to he further 
ature, at thoſe Witneſſes of our Lord's Refurre- 
on, Ba Cone icon themſelves 3 they ten 
como — hint (fem Tine to Fire: 
770 0 
Women nl 


he ee that Men and 

1 es A e touched him, talks 

with him, io d*drank with him. And, which is 

ar eſpecial Iſtance that the Apoſtles were not over- 

credylous, Thomas declared his "Undetief, tilt he had 

thruſt his Hand to big Maſter's Side, handled the 

Prints of his late Wounds, and | convinced himſelf by 

She Fiore at con'd any Infidet of our 79 ne 
don E to convince h of : 


t 1 


NU RY wit all, the Raſible teins 


in . be were a further Confirmation of their 


r illiterate and timorous Meng who 
of wr en their Maſter, when he was appre- 
re ed; He,, whom a Word from a 


threw into terrible Apprehenſions, and who denied 


*his Hving Maſter thrice in an Hour; when he was 
remov'd from them, aflert him with one conſent, 


preach him before Rulers and Kings, and the Grau- 
dees of the Earth, and plant their Saviour's. Cxoſs a- 
round the World ! What ſtrange Energy was this 10 
Cov'd this Tuffuence flow from aà putrifyi ng and hope- 
lels Carcaſs?” Rather 9 2 it not de nitrate Jeſus 


10 be living, to live. and. ſpeak. Wy, Mis. Ae to in- 
t. Ui Ii 03 0 53 inſpire 


19 1 
ire and animate all their Motions? 
Living among the Dead Behold be is * 
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For let us conſider the Day of Peet and the 
Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt: Here is a moſt punQus 
al Performance of their Maſter's Promiſe, and an in- 
vincible Evidence of his being the Chrilt. He tells 
his 'Diſciples that he wou'd 12 25 and after = 
had riſen, he bids them wait at 10 ' after 
Aſcenfion, for” another Comforter, whom 
fes to ſend them. Now had Chriſt, like e 
imited his promiſed RefurreQion to warns So vr 


iſtant Period, he might have eſcaped any Diſt | 
fas e in the Imerim, in Caſe he had been 
or; but to fix the Time to three Days Th 


junction, that they were not to remove gem 3 55 
3 "ill they had received him, which was ian 
ten Days aſter bis Aſcenſſon, F 4 ſhews 1 
was able to perform, and that he did perform hi 
55 ements. And what ſo wonderful as the 'Accom- 
| ent of this Promiſe in the very obſervable De- 
Rv of the Holy Ghoſt upon the Apoſtles, accom- 
anied with the Inſpiration of all Languages, and th 
77 ot working Miracles, with ſuch a Profuſic 
f the Spirit and heavenly Influence, that they com- 
unicated the fame Virtues to others? Now tha 
ſuch a Number of illiterate, plain, and undeffgning 
Men, as the Hiſtory of their Lives and of their Ma- 
ter's fully Evinces, ſhou'd be immediately inſpired 
with a 3 Facyie of n * all n eng K the 
ear- 


"* Our 2 — a Adi — — now living have — 
ment that the ancient Hebrew, then a, dea Language, was the only Tongne Wick 
which the Apoſues were then inſpired; for which the latter has given ſome pretty good 

yet declares himſelf more inclined to reſt in the commonly received Opi- 
nion, and I think with Reaſon, but with.this Reſtriction, that the T in queſtion 
were orly the Hebrew and it's ſeveral Dialects, with the Greec and Latin, And yer the 
other whedhavd blew a teal Mirae, tho' not fo- ilkuftrious and beneficial: * As for” 
al Acceptation of a Symbolical Apparition of fiery cloyen Tongues, it is not the 

— ary import of the Terms, which sive a more ui and commodious Senſe. 


jo his Promiſe of another Comforter to ſo ſtri 
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Hearing, of h may ſeveral, Nations 


once, attended with, other ſuch; manifelt Signs of 
2 divine Power, and theſe continued on them for 
Life, n Inconteſtableneſs of this. Mi- 
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ſhall we fay to the wonderful Effect 
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? 
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of this, divine Power and Commiſſion? In Conle- 


quence of theſe extraordinary Gifts, this divine Sayi- 
our's Command, $o 25 into all the World, and preach 
the Goſpel. to the whole Creation, is punQually tulfill- 
ed; his Goſpel is propagated throughout the World 
t 2 Force of 11 by 
the Prevalence of Power, but merely by the Efficacy 
of Preaching, notwithſtanding, all the Oppoſition of 
the Powers of the World, Torments and Death, and 
all the Paſſions and temporal. Intereſt of Mankind. 
Is this no Demonſtration of the Truth of the Chriſti- 
an Religion, and that no Hand but that of Heaven 
cou'd have effected a Work ſo impracticable by all 
human Means? This, certainly is a. Miracle incom- 
parably ſurpaſling all the Reſt. Nor was this 4 mere 
Converſion to a particular Perſuafion,, or Acquieſ- 
cence in à Doctrine, but an entire Change of Life and 
Manners, ſo great, that we ſee the ancicnt-Apologiſt 
inſult, over their Adverſaries in this _ Regard, - and 
challenge them to ſhow any ſuch Purity among. 
them. An internal Demonſtration of an heayen- 
ly Influence attending it. What can Mr. HovJfon 
or any of his Party ſay to this? As for his Diſ- 
courſes on the Miracles, c. they are 10 much So- 
phiſtry and Miſtepreſentation of Authors and Things, 
together with ſo much Malignity and 111-dettgn, that 
the leaſt Tincture of good Learning will readily diſ- 
cover their falſe Light; and whoever: will thorough- 
ly weigh what has been ſaid in this little Compaſs, 
Will not ſuffer his Faith to be much ſhaken by t — 
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Beſides, they have been moſt compleatly confured by 


a. Yety learp 


& Hand 
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I might add atiother ptidcipal Evidence pf the Trutn. 
of the Chriſtian Religion, I mean the Miracles con- 
tinued in the Church fot two or three hundred Tears 


after Chriſt, even tl! the almoſt total Extirpation ot 


Paganiſm; and alſo the intrepid and heroic Sufferings 
of the primitive Chriſtians under the ten Heathen Per- 
ſecutions, whoſe various Tortures and hellifh Cruel- 


ty give Horror in the very Relation: Yet they under- 


went theſe with the utmoſt Rejpycing, courted for- 
ments and Death in the moff hideous Appearances, 


* 


whilt a red-hot Icon Chair, or 2 Grid-Iron, was to 


them more grateful than a Bed of Down ! What but 
the immediate Influence of Heaven cou'd ſupport and 
refreſh them under theſe fiery Trials? Did not they 
by Sufferings over-come the World, and all the Ma- 


an invincible Proof that Heaven was on their Side? 
Nor were theſe the Weak and the Ignorant, Women 


and Children only, which yet were a ſufficient De- 


monſtration of an heavenly Influence; but the Great 


chinations of the Powers of Darkneſs, and thus give 


and the f Learned, Perſons of the greateſt human Ac- . 
compliſhments ſacriffeed their Lives, equally with the 


Reft, to the Faith, and were thoſe' who of all others 


moſt exhorte en to Martyrdom. The Couſe- 


querice of Which was, the World, no longer able to 
hold out againſt 'fuch irreſiſtible Evidence, was con- 
verted, and Chriſtianity triumphed by Sufferings. And 


what is another fignal Inſtance of a Providence ſuper- 


intending it, to remove all Suſpicion of human Means 
29 32 32 oF" ö a 


s in 


* See Biſhop Smallbrpek's Anſwer to dir. Weo(ſlon, ao Mr. Srevenſen's Conference, 


Mr, Zardner's Defence, 2 * 0 wr | 
' + We ſee among the firſt Converts to Chriſtianity Perſons of as great Qualifications 
doth for Wiz, Learning, and Dignity, as any the World has produced a great many of 
which, equally with thoſe of leſs Diſtinction. as it feil ro their Lot, underwent the hor- 


ribleſt of Tortures, and crowned their Confeſſion and Sufferings with Martyrdom. © 4 


— — —— — Incereſts, and Capa- 
cities, of different Times and Places, cou d neither be decery'd nor taken with a 
» Which we muſt ſuppoſe them to be, if they were not as well aſſured of the Truth of 
they ſuſſer d for, as the wiſeſt of Mankind can be now of any Thing in Life. 


|; Gunten of. the Church 2 
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in the Propagation of the Chriſtian Rdigion, "it was un; 
1 a continual State of Perſecution, Wich ſome ſmall 
Intermiſſions, there being not one Chriſtian Emperor or 
Wor. 1 who elpouſed it's Intereſts, till th 
rid had ſpent and tired out it's Malice upon it, an 


with Aſtoniſhment ſaw itſelf entirely deem Chriſtian, 


1 would alſo recommend tg the Reader” 8 Conſder- 
bon: the terrible End of all t bach e * Nac Per- 
the Jewiſh and 
briſtian Diſpenſation Mig him tell me. bee 
this Fane be merely he ork. of Sa or Oy, Fi 
Say, ecurrence of the” Ford., 


Ndw let Mr. Ws valffon or any of bis Diccieles chte 
ſome mote probable Account £ theſe Things, a 
convict the noble Armygf Martyrs.of Madneſs, and 15 
moſt the whole World of Folly.in embracing what their 
FRYRpomed Malice once. ſo much (Ec OL a— 


:& have thus given the Grounds and Reaſons up 
which 1 believe the Chriſtian eie . Which I 75 
is upon an equal Foundation of Evidence, vix, the 
of the Senſes, with natural Religion, and therefore 
when the Deiſts wou'd take away one, it's. 9 
they wou'd leave us but little of the other. * 
think it demonſtrable that the revealed Religion! a8 
to it's divine Promulgation, and conſequently in "It's 
Obligation, is in ſeveral Reſpects &s the more evi 


of the two, Beſides, to form ones Conduct 8 


the other is more for Philoſopherꝭ than 3 
cities, eſpecially in the preſent depraved State of 
uman Nature; and. to ſuppoſe God never gave the 
World any other to walk by, is to ſuppoſe him o- 
liged to keep Mankind from falling under any great 
avation of Reaſon and natural Light, or that 
Mankind never ſuffer'd any Corruption in that Re: 
gard, nor fell into any Decay in their Underſtandi 


and eheckue F acyltes; the firſt of WAI: is 
furd, 
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ſurd, and the latter manifeſtly falſe. But to omit 
the Bulk of Mankind as unqualify d to ſquare their 
Lives by natural Religion ſolely; how well even 
Fhiloſophers hit on it, before they were better taught 
by the Chriſtian: Religion) their eternal Diſſentions 


and Abſurdities ſpeak aloud . Let then theſe Babblers 


be ſilent, and be thankful for; the Lights they have 
received from Chriſtianty, without which, their na- 
1 Lights had been but ſo much Darkneſs. In 
um, natural Religion is but a Handmaid to the re- 
vealed, and the beſt Uſe We can make of Reaſon, is 
to ſerve ourſelves of it for a Guide and Introducer 
to Revelation, and there let it ſto ... 


Wx have here ſeen. the moſt Fundamental Proofs 
of the Verity of our Faith, which we preſume are 
fully ſufficient to eſtabliſh-any reaſonable Man in the 
Belief of the Chriſtian Religion: For the Under- 
parts, which are all co-eſſential to the whole, theſe 


are copiouſly diſcuſſed and vindicated in larger Fracts, 
Which purpoſely handle this Subgect, and have clear- 


ed up all the Difficulties, and refuted the little Cavils 
raiſed againſt this noble Structure and Syſtem of Re- 
ligion by ſuch narrow Spirits, Who, like a Fly upon 
a vaſt Pile of Building, whoſe Proſpe& perhaps ex- 
tends not above two or three Inches round her, quar- 
rel with this Joint or that Moulding, and ttiflingly 
miſtake the exact Fitneſs for Faults,” where had they 
the Capacity to comprehend the whole Fabrick, they 


wou' d have diſcover'd a wonderful Symmetry. 


* 
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* It may not be amiſs to obſerve that the Cauſes of Unbelief are 
not ſo much the want of Evidence for the Truth of Chtiſtiauity, 
as the Paſſions and Vices of Mankind, at the Root of which this 
Religion ſttikes without Reſetve: In otder therefore to remove 
their Prejudices and to prepare Men for à candid and ſincere Exa- 
mination of revealed Truths, 1 know no Books ſo worthy of the 
moſt ſerious Peruſal as the. preſent Biſhop of London's three Paſtoral 
Letters, Not to be ſuſpected of Partiality, let me add Mr. Le Clerc's 
little Treatiſe of the Cauſes of Incredulity, which the Engliſb Rea- 
det will find tranſlated for him. | 
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I will-now take my leave of this Subject by oc- 
curring to ſome of the chief Objections, which may 
ſeem to affect the main Point. Since we have ſhewn 
the Scriptures to be the Word of God, nothing can 
be objected with any. Colour to the Accompliſhment 
of the ancient Prophecies in Jeſus Chriſt as the Meſ- 
fiah, unleſs it be the Obſcurity of the Prophetic Lan- 
guage, the Uncertainty of the true and genuine Text, 
and the imperfect Underſtanding of the Hebrew Ton- 
gue, after it became a dead Languagmmme. 


Bur firſt, the Stile of the ancient Prophets is very 
well known to be Figurative and thick ſet with Me- 
taphor, according to the Genius of the Oriential 
Tongues; and the loftier Conceptions of thoſe” war- 
mer Wits / of an heated Imagination, -who may be 
fuppoſed to be carried beyond themſelves by the In- 
flux of the Spirit, when it preſented to their View 
the future Glories of Chriſt's Spiritual Kingdom; ſo 

that to give their Ideas in the Language of Men, they 
were forc'd to borrow the moſt ſwelling Images that 
human Grandeur cou'd afford. The Jews knew well 
enough how to interpret theſe Expreſſions, I mean 
thoſe of better Minds among them; thoſe of groſſer 
Expectations wilfully miſtook the Fext, becauſe they 
wou'd have a temporal Prince: And indeed Jeſus 
might have been made one by human Means, if he 
wou'd have yielded to their Importunities. An abun- 
dant Demonſtration this, that he was the true Prince 
of Peace, and that, as he ſaid, his Kingdom was not, 
nor was intended to be, of this World. | 


Bur there wanted not plain Characters of a ſuf- 
fering Jeſus, and exact Delineations of our bleſſed 

Lord among the Prophets, when they gave a cooler 
Deſcription of his Kingdom, and painted him out as 
a Man of Forrous aud acquainted with Grief. This 
Change of Stile was a-kind of Tægum or Fabi, 


wi Roc * we Ll P * 


refer to his Humiliation and Sufferings, the other to 


* 


* 
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of the Prophetical Language. And can we think the 
Jewiſh Nation in general, eſpecially their learned Do- 
Qors, of ſuch flow or wayward Apprehenſions, as 
not to underſtand: their own. Prophets in their own 


Language (or but a ſmall Variation from it) with an 
* Exiaration as plain as poſſible, or Was conſiſtent with 


the Nature of ſuch Frophecies! This is ſo evident 
that ſome of their Rabbins knew no other Way of 


evading the Force of this Eviction, than by forging 


and ſpreading that abſurd Opinion, that the Prophets 
foretold two Mefliah's, the one to be a Temporal 
and triumphant Monarch, the other a ſuftering and 
perſecuted Perſon. So much ſtrain'd are they to e- 
ſcape the Cogency of the Evidences that depoſe in 
Favour of our Saviour, which is much the ſame 
with their Manner of accounting for our Lord's Mi- 
racles, Which, when they cou'd not deny, they attri- 
buted them to Magic and the Virtue of the Tetragram- 
mater, which they blaſphemouſly pretend he ſtole out 
of the Temple. But this malicious Fiction, when 


one examines how this magical Name was preſerved 


from Solomon's. Time, what Miracles had ever been 
wrought with it, and much more of the ſame Bran, 
is ſo extravagantly ridiculous, that it cou'd impoſe 
upon none but Jews; who after they had reſiſted the 


true Miracles of the Saviour of the World, were gi- 


ven over to ſuch a ſtrange Deluſion of Heart, as to 
follow the lying Wonders of every Impoſtor that of- 
fer d: Which affords us another inconteſtable Proof, 
that the Jewiſh Nation were under a general Expe- 
Qation of the promiſed Meſſiah about that very Lime 
When the true Schilob came. | 0 


By the Way, I wou'd beg leave to obſerve that this 
double Character of the Meſſiah given by the Pro- 


phets, af which the Jews make two Perſons, may, in 


my Opinion, admit of a more eaſy Solution chan I 
have hitherto met with. Why may not the one Part 
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his Exaltation and Triumph at A Coming in of the 
Fulueſt of the Gentiles, and general Converſion of the 
Jeus, when according to their Expectations, and the 
common Tradition of the Rabbins, not wholly to 
de rejected, his Kingdom ſhall begin at Jeraſalem ina 
litteral Senſe, where he will give ſome eſpecial To- 
kens of his Preſence, if not perſonal, at leaſt influ- 
ential and very illuſtrious ? But I ſhall not give more 
Arguments at this Time for this r am I — 
lieve it * be very _ r 
e 077 3 103. 
Seo oNDLY, in- regard 0 the Uncertainty of the 
true and genuine Text, we may obſerve; firſt, the 
Jews were never taxed with corrupting it, they being | 
careful above all Things to obſerve the Integrity 
of that. They have indeed made ſomè little — 
rations, in Hatred to the Chriſtian Expoſition; 
rather of two Readings, choſe the moſt oppoſite twang : 
but thoſe are inconſiderable, all manifeſt and cafily- 
rectify d. Before the Coming of Chriſt they were 
never guilty: of one wilful Corruption. DEA : 
they never accuſed*the Chriſtians of cor 
Text; nor cou'd they do it to any Effect, there — 
always: Copies among the Jews, Which wou'd have 
dete ed any ſuch Fraud. in a Word, the true Senſe 
of Scripture is ſufficientiy clear, nor can any Wrang® 
lings and Diſputes concerning che Vowel-Poinesy and 
F at ora othet Niceties make/ any: material Dif- 
terence as to the Prophecies, or ay Matter of Do- 
crime. As for the genuine Text, that may be made 
out by comparing the Hebreu and Sepuuagint, and 
the . Eaſtern Verſions, which are often the beſt 
Comments on the Text, whilſt they eſtabliſh the Senſe 
and Reading, and ew a 8 armony between 
the Hebrew! and Sepr ungen than may at 'firit Sight ap- 
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ptar. By tlicſe” 3 — I believe the Hebrew and 
Gee 1 extꝭ may be reſtored to their Purity, and all 
or moſt aof their material Difterences fully reconeiled. 
dug were. 
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it is unneceſſary to anſwer the Cavils of the Deiſts, 


why the Meſſias was born in ſuch a Corner of the 
World as Fudes ; why he came ſo late into the World; 


6. The Reaſons of which in a human regard, are 


— obvious, whereof the Reader may more particu- 
larly be ſatisfied in the moſt learned Dr. Bentiey's Ser- 
mon on Divine Revelation and the Meſſias, added to 
bis incomparable. Sermons at 700 Ledure. Other 
Malerouces are-necdleſs... + | 


B 7, in paſſing, to relieve the Reader from any 
Difficulty he may here conceive greater than what has 
any real Foundation, it muſt be obferved, that beſides 
as by the Conceflion of all rational Men, God will 
require no more of any People than accordin — _ 
Light and Knowledge he gave them; both 
alter the Flood till the Coming of Chriſt, the ate 


had ſufficient Means of knowing the common Way 


of Salvation according to the Scripture- Revelation, 
had they made the beſt Uſe of their Opportunities, 
which fully appears from the Notice moſt of the 
oldeſt: Heathen Hiſtorians have taken of the princi- 
pal Occurrences related in the Jewiſh Hiſtory. (An 
unanſwerable Argument for the Truth of our Scrip- 
tures): So that the Scripture- Revelation was not ſo pri- 
vate a Hiſtory and ſo unfit for the End deſign'd; an * 
univerſal Directory to Mankind, as the Deiſts either 
ignorantly or maliciouſſy obj et. What then ſhalt we 
think of thoſe boaſted Heathen: Philoſophets, in quality 
of Guides to other Men in the Search of Truth, when 
. dut Pride and the moſt obſtinate Prejudice 
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of the true Religion? I will inſtance but in two, and 
thoſe ſufficiently illuſtrious to form a judgment of 
the reſt. They are Ariſtotje and Cicero. Thę firſt con- 
verſed with a learned Jew] of whom he gives High 
-Commendatjons ; and according to ſome, he died with 
great Fear and Repentance for not following the Light 
offered him. The other ſays he was well acquainted 
With the Jewish Inſtitutes: How then ſhall we excuſe 
'2 Perſon of his Capacity and Authority, ho made no 
better Uſe of it, when he-might have done it to the 
_ Satyation of hiniſeif and Millions of others? This puts 
me under a Neceſſity, which may ſeein Rudeneſs to 
ſo polite a Man, either to impeach him of a direct and 
willful Falſhood, or to pronounce nim a Perſon not 
duly qualified for a Searcher aſter Truth. I will not 
therefore peremptofily with Eraſmus place him in the 
Regions of- Happineſs. But the Occaſion of this Di- 
grefſfion would turniſh Matter for a Volume. 
Wr have thus ſeen the Eftabliſhment of Chriſt's 
Kingdom, which, though not of this World, yet drew 
all the World after it, even when the Monarch was 
no longer viſible upon Earth; yet retiring he conquer- 
ed, and when he was aſcended to the Father, He, -ac- 
eording to the Letter, as he had ſajd, drew all Men 
unto him. What cou'd be a greater Demonſtration 
that this was really the Kingdom of Heaven, that Chriſt 
reigned over the Hearts of Men, aud that he turneth 
_ them yphitherſoever he will? In Caſe his Miraeles, 
ben e was upon Eartn, had been conteſted, here is 
an inconteſtable Proof of Fact, which the whole 
World was Witneſs of. And yet both Jews and 
Gentiles confeſſed the Truth of his Miracles, tho they 
. eee ee 
e eee, off ee, e n 14 horn 
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F The Reader may ſee mort of this in a Diſcourſe of Franz;us on the 
-uaiverſal Call of Mankind in the Old Teſtament, Since the Writing of 
this, I have the Opportunity of referring to Dr. Waterland's Chatge de- 
.Jiver'd to the Clergy of Middle, wherein abundant Teſtimoniesin fa- 


your of this Propoſition are colleRed from the Ancientsz. 
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Bor what ſhall we ſay of Chriſt's giving the ſame 
miraculous Powers to his Diſciples, and almoſt all 
- Chriſtians in the firſt Ages of the Church? T his was 
_ notorious and confeſſed by all. Even the Oracles them- 
ſelves owned the ſuperior POwer of the Chriſtians; and 
their Inability of giving Anſwers for the Future. E- 
very Body knows that Tertullian and the primitive Fa- 
thers challenged the Heathens that they Would under- 
take to make their Gods confeſs themſelves to be De- 
mons and evil Spirits, and to ſilence them for the Time 
to come. Is not this an inſuperable Evidence for the 
Truth of the Religion they profeſſed, and of it's Pre- 
valence over the Powers of Darkneſs, who fled before 
it where-ever it came; nay,” had not the Courage to 
ſtand it out againſt the moſt illiterate Chriſtian in the 
primitive Times??? 11 


Ax that it may not be ſuſpected that the Chriſti- 
ans took care to ſuppreſs the Writings of the Heatnens 
in anſwer to any of theſe Facts, without Confutation 
(as ſome ignorantly and idly object) leſt they ſhou'd 
come down to Poſterity ; every Man of but a mode- 
rate Reading about theſe Matters knows that their. 
main Objections are preſerved and anſwered by the 
primitive Writers of the Church. And can any one 
be ſo Brainleſs to think theſe Men of incomparable 
Wit and Learning wou'd pretermit what theſe No- 
vices will ſuppoſe to have pinched them the moſt, 
and make a trifling Anſwer to the moſt trifling of 
their Adverſaries Arguments? Ridiculous” Suppoſiti- 
on! This is to imagine the primitive Writers to have 
had as little Senſe as our modern Infidels, who expoſe 
themſelves and their Cauſe the more by defending it! 
| Beſides, *tis well known, that the Chriſtians were ſo 
far from endeavouring to aboliſhthe Heathen Writings 
of this Kind, that they were a long Time only to be, 
found among them, after the Heathens were aſhamed 
of, and had forgotten them; *till after all their 12 ä 
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| | lence was ſpent, having ſurvived the Religion for which 
= —  they:were written, g were x laſt commanded 0 
[ | bo deflrayed by an Edict bee Thradein, 
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9 | 1 hope I ave; as clearly as my 
= will permit, removed all Cauſe 
Frauds, in the Eſtabliſhment of our Holy Religion, 
the Truth of which, when examined, for itſelf 
beyond all Contradiction; therefore to adyance ſuch 
Cavils as theſe for capital Objections, is à erying In- 
ſtance of what refractory Minds will do, rather than 
ſubmit to an unwelcome Truth. If they will not be 
convinced by the cleareſt Inferences of Reaſon, and 
the moſt undeniable Depofitions of Fad, neither will 
they be perſuaded though one roſe from the-Dead. * 
The. Converſion of ſuch pertinacious Gainſayers is 
8 therefore not to be expected without a Miracle of Grace, 


and that as little to be look'd for; for it is not proba- 
ble, or in the leaſt agreeable to the Goodnels, tho? in- 
*finite, of an all-gracious God who has condeſcended 
ſo low in favour of Mankind, that he ſhou'd vouch- 
FA ſuch Men any ſuper-natural Means of Conviction, 
who don't ſeem to deſerve it more than other Pegple, 
o "_ anna fer yroverls ten! — 1 
| eee J ws 


* OF may ſeem a X very reat — 4, our Saviour pronounces _ onntidels, that | 
if they will not hear 2 and the Prophets, if they will not be convinced by the nl 
naty Means of Revelation, neither will they be perſuaded th ane roſe from the Dead. 
8 Requiſites to a Conviction by this laſt Means, chat it is a grrat 

Chance indeed bot ie wor d prove ineſſectual. If fuck Things hapned otdinarily,, they 
vou d be as little regardeg as che Weekly Lettures and Admonitions of che-Prexciors; 
for how; many much ſttanger Things than the Apparition of Spirits do we overlook 
every Day from their Frequency and Commonneſs? Yet cheſc ur urge our E 
more forcibly as well as more laſtingly thay wou d a Remonftrance trom th 
bk inn ſeidam, the Conſternation they wou d ꝓut — us to reap 

from ſuch ſurprizing Teachers, and then upon Recovery of our- 
2 apt ſhou d we be to give it all up for Dream 201 B Deluſion, and to laugh 
— ro out ofthe e This, were chere none elle, is a very great Obſtruction 

Nee Dead and the Living, and it is not jmpaſſible chat we 

metimes thus defeat the real Communications ot Spiritual Beings in a Dream of 

* 22 445 is not impoſſible. But for any frequent ot more immediate inter- 
— King, we maſt conclude with all the Learnedent of the Fathers, that it is 
ne loring hens ou'd be ſuch, for it ou d be the Cauſe of i Errqurs, the 
Devil unger ba the Opportunity of RY the by new Revela- 
tions and Notices of his own. 
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— Methods of his Diſpenſation, which 
rigut Reaſon can never quarrel wich. Beſides, tis cons 
trary to his Deſign in placing us in this World as in 
State of Trial; and when we have all teafonable 
Fbundation for our Faith, (tor in his Caſe there muſt 
be ſome Objects of Faith, ſome Things above our 
preſent Comprehenſion as to their Manner of Exiſtence, 
tho we have a perfect Aſſurance, that they do exiſt: 


This is che Nature of Divine Faith, without which 


Religion loſes it's very Eſſence.) In this View, where 
wou'd be the Merit of our Belief, if God malt be obli- 
ged to interfere with natural Means in every Genera- 
tion of Men, or as often as a Spirit of Infidelity ſhalf 
think fit to demand it ? „ 


Ous Principles being eſtablithed, it muſt be allows 
ed to be highly — — to cavil at any Diſcul- 


ties that may attend our Credenda or Articles of Be- 


Hef, when we have proved them to be the revealed 
Will of God. To do that, is to meaſure infinite Wif- 


dom by the finite and ſhort Line of human Under- _ 
Randing. - How imperfect is our Knowledge at beſt 
of all Things about us; and ſhall we quarrel like Chil- 


dren, with Things above our Reach, only becauſe they 
areſo! Shall we deny ourſelves the Benefit ot the Sun, 
and Moon, and Stars, becauſe there are Diſputes about 
the ſeveral Syſtems? And is it not juſt as reaſonable 
to reject the Advantages of Revelation becanſe of ſome 
Difficulties above our feeble and narrow Comprehen- 
ſion? If we couꝰd have adequate Idea's of all the Things 
propoſed to our Belief, they wou'd be no longer Mat- 
ters of Faith, but Knowledge and Evidence itſelf. 


But this is iniconſiſtent with the Defign of Religion, 


which gives us the moſt clear and rational Grounds 
of Faith, and ſhalt we. not venture to truſt God for 
the reſt? It is alſo incompatible with our human Ca- 
pacities, for it is impoſſible. to bring down all the Ob- 
jects of Religion, which are Heavenly, to 2 Level 
with Our Apprehenſions on Earth; to reſolve / _ 
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clear up ſuch exalted Theories will be reſerved for 
dur State of Glory and Perfection. God, no doubt, 
has wiſe Views in all he does, and whatever he re- 
veals muſt be eternal Truth. It becomes us then, 
weak and dependent Creatures, to believe and admire 
in Silence. -And what ſhall we gain by Infidelity ? 
Any Eaſe of our Doubts? No ſuch Thing. Let our 
Adyerſaries propoſe a Syſtem freer from Difficulties 
than that of revealed Religion, and we will embrace 
it. But if all the Difficulties of Revelation come in- 
finitely, ſhort of the Myſteries and Abſurdities of A- 
theiſm and Unbelief, let us reſt where we are, it we 
RR i. 1775 344 ef 15 n e 20 
I Will now mention but one of thoſe ſuppoſed in- 
conceivable” Articles of our Faith, which, as it is 
perhaps the moſt difficult, if I prove it to be agreea- 
ble to the Sentiments of the wiſeſt in all Ages, and 
to the Principles of natural Philoſophy, thoſe mighty 
Infidel Wits of Yeſterday will gain but little Credit 
in contradicting it; and we will take the Reſt for 
anted. The Reſurrection of the Dead is a ſtum- 
ling-ſtone, - againſt which theſe Men will be always 
daſbing their Foot. What? our Bodies putrified, ea- 
ten of Worms, c. reduced to Aſhes, and paſſed 
into a Thouſand different Forms, ſhall theſe riſe a- 
8 Impoſſible! Here it's diſputed what God can 
do, when the Queſtion is what be ui do. That he 
will do it, he has expreſly declared, and this ought 
to ſuffice us. But we may go further, and ſee the 
Reaſon of it. God will do it, becauſe he has joined 
Body and Soul together, has made them Cor partners 
in the Good and Evil of Life, has given them the 
ſame Laws, and they mutually contribute to each 
others Happineſs or Miſery. Now with what Juſtice 
can they be ſeparated in another Life? If the Soul 
only ſhall be rewarded or puniſhed, it is Injuſtice, he- 
cauſe this is a partial Retribution; tis not the Whole 
Man that is recompenſed, and the Body was n | 
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and {Coefficient to all: the Good and Evil done in. 
Life: The ſame Body muſt therefore be taiſed 
that one and the ſame Man, both in Body and Parry 


may receive his tull Recompence. Again, in _ 
to Man's Salvation, the Son of God took upon him 
our Fleſh ; but why did he aſſume a mortal „ if. 


he only intended to ſave the Soul? He chat made the 
e Aan wou 'd have . whole Man be ſaved. 
771 I Ni 250 
| Bur io ſhow that ſuch A Reſtitution; as this. i is on 
way repugnant to Nature. Does not the | 
St. Paxl reaſons, and all Sorts of Seed putrify — 
moulder in the Ground before they ſhoot up with new 
Life, and bloſſom and fructify with an additional Fe- 
cundity ? From what ſmall Principles of Vegetation 
om up a large Tree or a bulky Animal? Vet as 
ittle as the naked Eye can perceive in their firſt Sta- 
mma or originary Matter, whether you regard the Mat- 
ter or Form, or = ntity ort Quality, that in any © _ - 
wiſe reſembles the I'hing that riſes out of them, mo- 
dern Diſcoveries have found in the Seed an e 0% r | 
Repreſentative in little of the future Offepring, ere- : 
fore with Origen upon the ſame Subject againſt Cel- 1 
Jus,” we may reaſonably ſuppoſe, that as there is in 9 
every Grain of Corn a certain imperceptible Princi- | 
ple, the Semen and vegetable Source of the whole 
future Blade and Ear, that riſes out and unfolds it- 
ſelf after the Corruption of the Reſt of the Grain: 
. - $0. our. preſent corruptible Body may be a kind of 
Shed or Tegument of ſome latent incorruptible Prin- 
ciple, at —— not diſcovered by us; which, as an 
excellent Mriter ſuppoſes, may be the preſent Seat 
of the Soul, and which at the Reſurrection will ex- 
pand and exert itſelf in it's proper Form. This as 
it is highly rational and agreeable to Nature, and has —— 
been the uſuab Similitude applied to this. Occaſion, s 
well by St. Paul as moſt of the ancienteſt Eccleſia- | 
ſtical Writers, and not unknown to the Jews.:- So it 4 
Aves * or moſt of the ee that, may be Lp __ 
5 | 
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upon natural Principles againſt the: Reſberedion 
from ſeveral 1 ee e our. 
Compats 0 _ merate. "7 0 . 410 28641 
180 i nt 2 IV | 
8. 3 ſome dare, of the Featblenan of 
ai'Re-produ of Bodies, which may be à further 
Huſt ration of tilis Matter 3 tis obfervable, that Bo- 
dies reſdlved ihto the minuteſt Particles, and thoſe 
intermixt with the Parts of other Bodies, ſo that they _ 
may ſeem to paſs! into another Subſtance'byincorpo- 
rating wir heterogenous Matter, may by Chymical 
Operationtz be reduced to their former State and Con- 
iiſencs.”/ And what is more to our Purpoſe; even 
the burut Ashes of Plants, when ſown or ſcattered 
in the Earth, will re- produce fairer and larger Plants 
than were known before of the fame Kind in the ſame 
Place. Whence appears a ſecret Power, or Tendeney! 
at leaſt, in Nature, impreſſed on it by it's Almighty” 
Author, of reſtoring Bodies to their former Conditi- 
on: Aid: how far this may be helped by it's all-wiſe 
and {-powerfut Artificer, who knows all the natu- 
ral Operations of it's ſeveral Agents and —— 
aud can improve their Defects as he pl caſes is not 
for us weak«fighted Mortals to — we 
may gather from paſt Experiments, that — may be 
4 great many latent Powers in Nature of re- produ- 
citig Bodies, which may be reſerved for future Diſ- 
coveries. 80 that we may conclude with that incom- 
able Naruraliſt, Mr. Boyle, that our * — Knowledge 
muſt not deterntine what Means, eve Phyſical” ones, 
_ the maſt wiſe' Author of Natiire, aud — — 
| Ty World, is able to Fit to bring the ReſurrectiRon 
zd-Paſs: ** And why ſnou'd we doubt G0 Almighty's 
Power to reſtore that which is not, to What it was, 
N 2 who made that to be, which was not before? He who 
3 hh 5 * 1 Dat «into 4 Body ſolely by bis Will, fa y — 
He LE of . who communded a- very Gitle ſeminai 
vegetate' and ripen in 20 ths Womb; and 


1 Syed and 3 Body , ſhall be not — 
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Tus the Reſurrection evidently a W 5 to be the 
Will of God, and agreeable to the les of na · 
N Aus tk which are dependent 1 tits Will, 
9 indifputably in is Power. "Fo 
tis 2 will the Suffrages of the myſt famous 
es of old, to ſhow the Antiquity and the Une 
415 of this Doctrine. That the RelurreCtion was 
the abtun Doctrine of 'the Nwifn Rabbins, who 
had it from the old Teſtatent, and perhaps more 
from Tradition; we have the Teſtimony of Foſephits 
as well as St. Lat. They entirely come ite 'Sr. 
PaxPs Sentiments white be propounds and explains ft, 
The Talmud is thick fer” with this Doctrine, from 
whence the Mixhammedant Cordn tod it, which tft 
was parch'd up out of the Rabbinical Writings. Fo 
come now to the ancient Heathens*Zorogfter* rg 
the univerſal Reſurtection of the Dead; T heopomp 
Ariſtarly's cholar did the fame, whom uu . 
ſays, none of the Ancients contradifed. '* The — 
icks believed à Future Conflagration of the Wort, OY 
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as this Doctrine was not clearly revealed in the O. T. the primitive World 
maſt have had it mort by Tradition than from ſacred Wricings. An his will til bold 
good tho we edmit 1 * to have been Seryant to the Prophet Daniel. That 
was his Doctrine 1s evident from the Zendaveſta, the Magian or old Perſian Bible 
wrizen by Zeroafter in the old Perfic; yer exrant and in Uſe hat reve} | 
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the Opinion of ome, that this Conagration will be brought to paſs ty an-Erupricn of CAS», 
_ the Earth's internal Fires, ſuch as are ſeen in Mount tus and elſewhere; But what” 3 &Þ 
EIS te nbc oe OS | i 
ber Biaſs, and brought ſo near, if not drawn into, the Sun as to de ſet on Fire, by” 


amples of which we have in Comets. And this is "what ſoems the molt obvious 
count Sorta ha Wk Þ the Earth's Orbit, it — 4 8 
Nearer to in one Part t which Tee 2 . 
| een, Uk Gol pleaſe God. 7 © 
| * M8 + 


4 * 


. 
; CET 28” 3 * 
: 2 5 1 ” i, 
' 8 : „ 7 
. A | 2 = = v d 25 © x 
= = do . * * 
ff bo l a4 * Y - iS. 
LE „ . uw 4 % 
\ - * 2 If p * bs 
« _— $ oy = * "©, 
: 2 


o 


» 


y * 1 bn bog ee 


ol 


ma 
— 
LE 
* 


x — — = ih. ow 
C = 5 
4 rr . 
. 1 939 , 
= „3 » — ad ) 5 
7 0 » 2 
= s - __ ©. 8 920 
4 = o +% 1 F* * . +4 N 
5 , _ * 
bk 
— . * W 
fa 4 0 = 4 
. — - * - = 
4 - 5 . 
„ = m 
- 
» : . 9 
=- 5 ”- 
. w- * = 
= ”" = 
= 
2 


* 
F 


- 


a — ö 


2 „ 


* 
Roy, 


to 
2 
* 


K 


* 13 N 
x 
LOR 3. 
"FR. f * 4 
5 9 
= 
% 4 > - 
= - = . 
ol 
k 
> 
% - 


A 


© 
— . 
. 
. . 
e 
0 
1 k 
” * BY 6 
. 4 : 
#475 * 


Ko 7 


dung toe 
the” 7 1 l 2 
e. More according to the 
than Dappery ole ts 4: 


= © 


— 2 


= 


4 


3 


* 
= 
7 , 
* 1 > : 
R 3 4 AE g 
F An 
wy '% — | , f , Y C412 
4 N 7 — * 7 8 * 4 it 
* 4 : | «*, $ þ : KA 
. x " EY , | Wes \ ; T1 — 1 
1 * 1 | 
| 11 "34 7. N. 
9 ” 4 " | 4 "<< 
* DO, 1 4 _—_— 
1 - 8 - ” A+. 
- BEV a Wenn 
9 9 A l 7 1 
0 * * ut - 
ed - 


e * 8 

e Hear W 
— ws 5 4 e 1 2 ye. 7 
Fü 1 bn erf 
8 ON 2 4 1 9 2 779 2 5 r 


£4 FY h 

, : : ' / : 

1 5 * * 8 <4 * - 4 C 5 | 

. 1 1 "4.4 - . . wo . 

9 - * * y \ * — 4 * 
TFT 
* - mn_ p 8 f 4 * + » 99 A, a 
2 ! T5 q AS Ed LOSE 
** ITS . . 2 Ta, * | 

* r | . g 5 


ä 


